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Campus mourns death of senior
Grieving students gather in St. Dominic Chapel for consolation
by

by

Nicole McIntyre ’02

Nicole McIntyre ’02

News Editor

News Editor

Senior John J. Philpott died
Tuesday evening after suffering
head trauma caused by an
apparent fall.
According to a Providence
Police Department report,
Philpott was discovered under
a tree near St. Martin House,
unconscious, in the fetal
position, and bleeding from the
nose at approximately 1:20 p.m.
Tuesday afternoon. Further
examination showed a large
bump on the rear, left side of the
victim’s head.
Physical Plant workers who
had been in the area ten minutes
earlier did not see a body.
According to Ed Caron, Vice
President of College Relations
and Planning, “we can assume
that he was there no longer than
ten minutes.” Rev. Brendan
Murphy, O.P., Chaplain of the
College, was on the scene soon
after and stayed with Philpott
through the evening.
Philpott was rushed to Roger
Williams Hospital, but later
transferred to the trauma center
at Rhode Island Hospital. He
died at approximately 8:45 p.m.
at Rhode Island Hospital.
According to Caron,
authorities do not believe that
the death was the result of an
attack or a robbery “based on
the injuries and what the
hospital said.” The police
report noted that Philpott’s
wallet and book bag were found
with him. Police are continuing
to investigate.

A larger than capacity crowd
formed at St. Dominic Chapel
Tuesday evening to celebrate
Mass in memory of John
Philpott. According to Rev.
Tom Ertle, O.P., Assistant
Chaplain, the Mass was a
spontaneous, word-of-mouth
gathering and “an appropriate
way to express ourselves and
our grief.”
Fr. Tom joined Rev. Brendan
Murphy,
O.P.,
College
Chaplain, at Rhode Island
Hospital early that evening and
found almost 50 students
waiting in the lobby for word
on Philpott’s condition. Around
9 p.m., Fr. Murphy asked the
crowd to join him in a small
chapel in the hospital where he
informed them that John had
died at 8:45 p.m.
Because Fr. Brendan stayed
to comfort the Philpott family,
Fr. Tom asked the assembled
mourners if they would like him
to say Mass. The response was,
according to Fr. Tom, a
resounding yes.
Fr. Tom then notified Rev.
Kenneth Sicard, O.P., Director
of Residence Life, who had also
been at the hospital earlier that
day. The pair, joined by Sr.
Annettte Desmarais, O.P.,
Assistant Chaplain, and
members of the Personal
Counseling Center, began to
make preparations for the 10:30
p.m. service.
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Evan Cascio ’03, one of Philpott’s roommates, kneels at
his memorial, erected Wednesday afternoon.

Additional pictures of John Philpott and the
candlelight vigil held in his memory are
available at www.thecowl.com.
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Philpott
remembered
as caring,
adventurous
by

Ryan Ainscough ’02

Editor-in-Chief
AND

by

Kristin DiQuollo ’02

Associate Editor-in-Chief

“Look at this. It’s so great to
see everyone happy together in
this house. This is what I like.”
On a trip to Vermont last
weekend, John Philpott ’02 did
not hesitate to tell his friends
how much he appreciated them.
He was in an environment he
knew and loved. Gathered
together with his closest friends,
he reflected on the happiness
they brought him.
As they come together to
grieve, his friends now reflect
on the happiness Philpott
brought to them.
His friends remember him as
unselfish, endlessly energetic,
funny, unique, thoughtful,
adventurous, imaginative and
insightful, among other things.
When they talk about him, they
can’t help smiling and laughing,
and they can’t help telling
stories. Philpott was full of
stories, they said, and
everything you did with him
became its own story:
Philpott had a pet rock. For
some reason, he felt really close
to it. He walked it on a hanger.
Philpott was devoted to his
family. He spoke to them on a
daily basis.

For friends, page 2

Slavin renovations proceeding on schedule
by

Shawna Hassett ’03

News Staff

Though the banging, dust,
and noise may not be anything
to get excited about, the
progress of the construction
occurring in Slavin most
certainly is, according to Mark
Rapoza, the Director of Finance
and Business. “We are doing
quite well on a calendar basis,”
Rapoza exclaimed.
Rapoza hopes that by the end
of the week the former pit will
be completely converted into
new meeting rooms. When the
rooms are finished, they will be
immediately available for
booking online. “We hope that
within the week we will be able

to put that online,” Rapoza said.
The next phase of the project
will be to move Career Services
into its new space, where
Campus Ministry is located
now. Rapoza is aiming to have
that transfer completed by the
third week in March and is
pleased with the progress made
thus far.
After Career Services is
relocated, the concentration of
work will center on finishing the
demo process for McPhail’s,
which will occupy Career
Services’ current office.
Rapoza said that they are
“ambitiously shooting for the
last week in April” as the date
for McPhail’s to be completed.

He said, “We can’t promise
anything, but we are really
hoping that we can have enough
of that finished so the senior
class can have an event.”
Rapoza explained that the
most difficult aspect of the
construction is trying to get the
materials that are manufactured
off-campus delivered in a
timely fashion. “For the most
part,” he said, “the electrical
systems and mechanical
systems have been coming in on
time.”
The construction is running
rather smoothly, according to
Rapoza. “It’s moving along
JOHN ENGLISHMEN ’03fThe Cowl
quite nicely at this point. We’re
happy with the progress so far.” The newly renovated pit will soon be ready to house meetings.

Please Recycle
Tired of the year 2002? Portfolio
takes you back to a simpler time, a
time when Friday was pizza day.
Page 22

This Newspaper

If Bush looks confused, it’s prob
ably because even he can’t figure
out how his new plans will help the
environment.
Page 9
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For friends, Philpott was an inspiration

Philpott with Socco (left), roommates
Jay Leo ’02 and Colin Kilroy ’02 inside
the coach’s box at Penn State’s football
stadium (center), and his 16 year-old
brother Tim (right).
- Continued from page 1 Philpott planned to write a children’s
book.
Philpott woke up early. He had too
much energy to sleep or hang around the
house. He was always active and
productive.
Philpott strove to be a role model for
his younger brother Tim, even when Tim
wasn’t around.
Philpott thought Keanu Reeves was
the best actor in Hollywood. He
defended this position vehemently,
pointing out that one college in the U.S.
dedicates an entire course to Reeves.
Philpott wanted to be a street
performer. He got his start waiting on a
New York City street comer for his sister
to arrive. He waited and performed stand
up for five hours. She was waiting one
block away.
Philpott was once kicked out of a
Giants game after rooting too loudly in
the Eagles section. He smooth-talked his
way out of the stadium’s holding cell and
returned to his seat before halftime.
Philpott had a contagious laugh.
Philpott would draw pictures and
write jokes on little pieces of paper and
then hide them in his roommates’ sock
drawers.
Philpott challenged his friends to
think in new ways.
Philpott wore a yellow leather jacket
around campus. He also wore a red one.
Philpott loved the Patriots. Then
again, he rooted for every team because
he wanted everyone to win.
Philpott was completely unafraid of
being himself.
Philpott took a genuine interest in the
lives of everyone around him.
Philpott had a closer relationship
with his roommate’s dog Socco than
many people have with their close
friends. He took him out for an hour and
a half everyday. Socco knew when it

was Philpott coming down the
backstairs.
Philpott helped his friends through
their most difficult moments.
Philpott fell in love every week.
Philpott was “wind-blown man” for
Halloween freshman year. He taped
leaves to his shirt, put a coat hanger in
his tie, tousled his hair, and reddened his
face.
Philpott, on subsequent Halloweens,
was also Mary Catherine Gallagher and
a piece of broccoli.
Philpott liked biking, hiking, and rock
climbing.
Philpott crashed his car, the Philpottmobile, into his own house. Twice. The
second time he left it there until the
landlord showed up days later.
Philpott was deeply influenced by
his parents. He respected their choice of
profession: teaching. He was also deeply
influenced by his older brother Mike and
his older sister Marybeth. He wanted to
follow in their footsteps.
Philpott was an avid Simpsons fan.
He attended a recent U2 concert dressed
as Disco Stu. He had to take the afro off
because it was obstructing the view of
people behind him.
Philpott’s friends knew him only as
“Philpott.” When people called for
“John,” his roommates got confused.
Philpott played guitar. He wanted to
learn to play Irish music with his brother.
His friends say the only song he could
play was “Knocking on Heaven’s Door.”
He played it for hours.
Philpott volunteered two days a
week at a local elementary school.
Philpott slept on a pool raft for a
month. He could have gotten his bed
from home at any point during this
month. It didn’t seem to bother him.
Philpott seemed wholly unconcerned
with material possessions.
Philpott would wrestle with his

friends late at night.
Philpott always complimented his
friends. He liked to make them feel
good.
Philpott would find meaning in
things that everyone around him passed
over without a thought.
Philpott was the worst person to
watch a movie with. He analyzed every
scene.
Philpott planned to go to Alaska
with the Jesuit Volunteer Corps after
graduation. He hoped to teach English.
Philpott was a devout Catholic.
Philpott slept in a sleeping bag
outside McDermott Hall his sophomore
year because he felt like it.
Philpott loved drawing his weekly
comic strip. His roommates rarely
understood it before he explained it to
them.
Philpott loved music, and he was
open to every genre. He chilled out to
Enya.
Philpott’s education was very
important to him. He was an English
major and he had passions for painting
and writing.
Philpott wanted to be a good father.
Philpott would walk into the house
and his friends would get excited.
Philpott and his friends sneaked into
Penn State’s football stadium on a road
trip to Hershey, PA. They found their
way into the restricted coach’s box and
did a lap around the field.
Philpott participated in the Student
Environmental Action Coalition,
intramural soccer, Dr. Esolen’s
Christian Men’s Group, and was a
cartoonist for The Cowl.
Philpott was proud of the fact that
he was the kicker for his high school
football team.
Philpott talked a lot about his
sister’s engagement. He knew that she
would be happy, and that made him

happy.
Philpott’s friends realize “it may seem
like we’re making this kid out to be the
greatest kid who ever lived, but it’s true.”
The preceding stories and
observations were provided by Philpott’s
roommates and friends:
Jay Leo ’02: “He would tell us to follow
our dreams and do what makes us happy.”
Tommy Cullen ’02: “We had an ability
to talk to each other without talking and
laugh with each other without joking. If I
was ever down, he’d make me feel better
right away.”
Seamus Moran ’03: “He always
encouraged us with our ideas.”
Evan Cascio ’03: “If it wasn’t for John, I
wouldn’t be in school right now. He
helped me get through a serious family
problem.”
Tory Rollandi ’02: “John inspired me with
my faith...He taught us to be happy
through good actions and to make others
happy.”
Colin Kilroy ’02: “I was a transfer
sophomore year, and he was one of the
first people I became friends with. The
reason I’m friends with everyone in this
room is John. I’ll always remember him
for that.”
Walter Brasch ’02: “I think he made it
easy to get up in the morning.”
Tom Heigham ’02: “You never knew
what was going to happen next with him.”
Alexis Barton ’03: “Whenever I saw him
he brought a smile to my face. He was
always fun. He made me happy.”
Amanda Pymm ’03: “He took a big
interest in everyone else’s life.”
Mary Giesen ’03: “We’ll miss him forever
and think about him everyday.”
Kate Sullivan ’03: “He always knew what
each of us liked.”
Kristen Guendjoian ’03: “He pulled me
aside in Vermont to tell me how happy
he was to be with all of us. He lived for
that.”

Community draws together after tragedy
- Continued from page 1 The response to the Mass was
enormous. “As I was setting up, more
and more people kept coming in,” stated
Fr. Tom. “I kept saying to myself, ‘How
did you all hear about this?”’
During the Mass, Fr. Tom
emphasized the need for the students,
faculty, and staff of the College to band
together. “Tonight we’re coming
together as a community of faith. I, like
so many others, need your support and
strength.”
“It was really inspiring to be a part
of,” Fr. Tom said afterwards. “It’s
appropriate to let God try to speak to
us. A great deal of comfort is derived
from that.”
Fr. Tom then stated that the Chapel
would be left open and members of the
Chaplain’s Office staff would be

available to students. “Every student is
welcome,” he said. “They don’t have to
be Catholic. People can go in and pray
in their own fashion. [The Chapel] is a
place to find quiet and reflection.”
Students and faculty also gathered
Wednesday night for a candlelight vigil
outside St. Martin House. A makeshift
shrine of flowers, pictures, and an
American and Irish flag served as the
focal point, as students came forward to
remember Philpott as “someone who
was there in good times and bad,” “wrote
Valentine’s cards to the library ladies,”
and “always had a smile on his face.”
According to Fr. Tom, additional
information about future services will be
made public once a date is set for the
funeral.

Mourners place flowers and photos at a growing memorial for Philpott.
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College Bowl All-Stars
advance to Nationals
Team may face six-time champion
University of Michigan
by

Nicole McIntyre ’02

News Editor

After battling their way through a
school-wide competition, the four
members of the College Bowl All-Star
team— James Kabala ’02, Dan Reed
’02, Dave Spunzo ’03, and Dan Kabala
’05— racked up an impressive victory
in regional competition, defeating all ten
teams they faced and earning a spot in
the
College
Bowl
National
Championships.
Competing against schools such as
Williams College, MIT, Dartmouth
College, and UMASS-Lowell in a round
robin format, the All-Stars eventually
worked their way to the final round,
which pitted PC against Boston
University in a best of three series.
Although last year’s PC team lost in this
round to Williams College, this year’s
team fared better. After winning the first
game, the All-Stars dropped the second,
but came back to win the crucial final
game.
“Some games were closer than
others,” stated James Kabala. “But I was
quite pleased, of course. The first year I
was in the tournament we finished third.
My second year we finished second.
This year we won.”
According to Kabala, much of the
team’s strength can be attributed to their
ability to answer a variety of questions.
“My brother knew the most about
sports,” Kabala stated. “[Dan Kabala]
and Dan Reed knew much more about
science than I did. Dave Spunzo got a

College Bowl National Stats

When: April 26-28
Where: Kansas State Uni
versity in Manhattan, KS
Who: PC All-Stars and
fifteen other teams, including
NYU, University of Pitts
burgh, University of Florida,
and University of Arkansas
very crucial question right to help us, as
well. All four members contributed.”
“We’re all bottomless pits of
knowledge,” Spunzo added.
The team now advances to the
Championships to be held at Kansas
State University from April 26-28, where
they will face teams from schools such
as NYU, the University of Pittsburgh, the
University of Florida, and last year’s
champion and a six-time winner, the
University of Michigan.
Although some may be jarred by the
pressure of the final round, the PC team
is taking it in stride. “The four of us will
look into what we need to do. The best
strategy I can think of is go in there with
a positive attitude and play the best
games we can. If those games are the
best of the competition, even better,” said
Spunzo.
“As long as we do the best we can,”
Kabala stated, “I’ll be happy.”

’03/The Cowl
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Theater professor shares love of theater, life with students
Frank Cauva ’04
Asst. News Editor
by

Kate Ambrosini doesn’t mind
talking in front of large groups of
people. How could she, after growing
up in Massapequa, Long Island, with
ten brothers and sisters? The Adjunct
Professor of the Theater Department,
tenth of eleven children, admitted that
there was always some rough and
tumble olav among her siblings.
However,
“We really
are very
close, as
close as
brothers
and sisters
can be,”
she said.
After high school, Ambrosini, an
aspiring actress, went on to get her
bachelor’s degree from SUNY
Binghamton. She then moved to
Manhattan, the mecca for all those who
aspire for on-stage success. While in
Manhattan, Ambrosini attended
Brooklyn College, where she received
her master’s degree in theater.
She was fortunate enough to study
with some renowned acting teachers
while living in New York. “Acting is a
lot like ballet, in that you take classes
from different masters and learn the
various techniques they teach,” she
said. Ambrosini said she was
especially fortunate to have taken
classes from Peggy Allen, an
accomplished acting teacher who also
counted Harvey Keitel and Al Pacino
among her students. Ambrosini said
that students had to audition in order
to study under Allen, so her
opportunity to do so was a great one.
The life of an aspiring actor is not
without its hardships, however.
“Working as an actor means that you
don’t get to act too often,” said
Ambrosini. In order to support herself
while she pursued her dreams, she had
to take a number of odd jobs— a large
number. “I worked at over 250
different jobs,” she said with a laugh.
“I’ve bad to fill out 250 different W-2
forms.” Ambrosini said she worked as
a florist, waitress, model, hospital
worker, and for temp agencies, among
other things. While she said she was

fortunate to gain a great amount of
experiences from all of this work, she
also commented that the struggles of
herself and many others are “ a
statement on how our country treats
actors and artists.”
All of this work was not in vain,
though. Ambrosini both produced and
acted in a number of off-Broadway
productions during the eight years she
lived in Manhattan. She also met her
future husband, Douglas Brown, while
studying at Brooklyn College. Brown
teaches in the English Department here
at PC, along with directing the Writing
Center at Brown University.
Ambrosini said that she and her
husband decided to move to Rhode
Island because of the lack of well
paying teaching or acting jobs in New
York. “Originally we only wanted to
stay for a year. That was six years ago,”
she said. In sharp contrast to her
experiences in New York, she said that
within three weeks of arriving in
Providence, she received offers for both
teaching and acting positions, and her
husband had similar success. With their
careers underway, Ambrosini and
Brown also found time to start a family.
They have a son, Theo who is 3 1/2
years old, and a daughter Phoebe, who
is four months old.
Ambrosini is now teaching acting,
public speaking, and voice and diction
classes at PC. She is unabashed in
admitting her fondness for teaching
here, “I don’t want to be corny, but I
love teaching at PC more than any other
place I’ve taught at. It’s such a good
place to express oneself. The students
here are very educated and seem to love
being here. There is a respect for each
other, but at the same time, students
aren’t afraid to engage in lively debate.
Students come ready to learn,”
Ambrosini said.
Ambrosini has strong ideas about
the relationship between personal
experience, acting, and storytelling,
which she attempts to convey to all of
her classes. She tries to show her
students how language can be used as
a powerful tool to express personal
feelings and fears, to “parlay human
experience” and make it accessible to
others. “[Actors and storytellers] hope
of changing the listener, of creating an

Ambrosini, page 5
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Student organizer
pushes for resident
assistant union
by Juliana

Patsourakos ’02

News Staff

by PETE TAVIS ’05/The Cowl

Jay Davis ’03 and Chris Gorgone ’03 perform as part of Special Guest
during the Varsity Vocals sponsored competition.

Regional a cappella
competition draws
crowd to PC
by

Ben Russell ’04

News Staff

The International Championship of
Collegiate a cappella, presented by
Varsity Vocals, was held this past
weekend in a packed ’64 Hall. The
Quarterfinal round was hosted by PC’s
all-male a cappella group, Special Guest,
and included schools such as Boston
College, Boston University, North
eastern University, and Smith College.
According to Dan Pardo, the New
England/Central Canada and Northeast
producer, “the groups were chosen out
of dozens of other groups.” Except for
the host, Special Guest, the schools had
to compete to get to this round of
competition, and the schools had to
submit audition tapes in order to enter
into the competition.
Pardo started off the event by
explaining the judging rules of the
competition. Three judges— Craig
Smith, Jim Harrington, and Gail Jencik
— all with extensive backgrounds in a
cappella, judged the groups fifty percent
on their musical ability and fifty percent
on their performance, which consists of
their costume, choreography, and
audience involvement. Each group was
given a fifteen-minute time limit in
which to perform as many songs as they
wished. Going over the time limit would
result in a penalty.
The competition began when emcee
Ralph Tavares introduced the first group
Special Guest. The group sang songs
from various artists, including Linkin’
Park and the Barenaked Ladies.
Next came the Downbeats from
Northeastern University and the
Acoustics from Boston College. After
the intermission, the Treblemakers from
Boston University, Anaclastic from
Providence College, and the Smith
College Smithereens finished out the

program. All the groups sang songs from
a mix of genres — from contemporary
pop and rock music to a version of the
Lord’s Prayer in Swahili to music from
the sixties to the eighties.
After all six groups had finished
performing, the judges left the
auditorium in order to decide the
winners. While the scores were being
calculated, each group was invited back
on stage to perform one more song just
for the audience.
When the judges returned with the
final results, Pardo began the awards
ceremony by announcing the individual
awards. Best solo was won by Katie
Fernandez of the Boston College
Acoustics for her performance of “Piece
of My Heart” by Janis Joplin. The
runner-up was given to PC’s Tricia
Bowman of the group Anaclastic for her
performance of Ani Difranco’s “Both
Hands.” Other awards were given out for
best vocal percussion and for best song
arrangement.
Finally, the group winners were
announced. The first and second place
winners would proceed to the semi-finals
at Boston University to compete with the
winners of the other quarterfinals held
in Hartford and at Tufts University.
Coming in second place were the
Smithereens from Smith College. Also
earning a spot at the semi-finals was
Boston College’s Acoustics, the first
place team. The winners were allowed
to perform one more song for the crowd
and chose to perform “Sell Out” by Reel
Big Fish.
“These guys put on an amazing
show,” said Pardo at the end of the
competition. “These are all the best
groups,” added Troy Quinn ’05, a
member of Special Guest.
The Smithereens and the Acoustics
will compete in the semi-finals in Boston
on February 23rd.

While the Boston Globe recently
reported that many resident assistants at
the University of Massachusetts at
Amherst are moving towards organizing
or forming a union, few individuals may
know that some students at Providence
College believe a union may be
beneficial here as well.
Devan Chase ’02, who was a resident
assistant for two years, believes that
unionizing at PC “is very valid and
necessary. As a former RA for two years,
I saw firsthand that there is really no
allowance within Residence Life or the
college itself for the RA’s to organize,”
she said.
Students at UMASS-Amherst believe
that resident assistants do not get paid
enough for the number of hours that they
put into their job and the types of
challenging situations they confront, and
Chase expressed this as a concern for
resident assistants at PC.
“My sophomore year, myself and
some other RA’s and hall directors
worked on researching how RA’s and
hall directors are paid at other colleges.
We contacted these colleges and found
that there were many other creative
options besides being paid a salary, like
we were paid here. “Other schools paid
a monthly stipend for each RA and
included discounted phone rates or a
parking space, etc. As a first year RA
here, you are paid $5,280 per year before
taxes. That does not equal the cost of

room and board on this campus in a
traditional dorm,” said Chase.
Chase stated that resident assistants
should have more rights to negotiate.
“As employees of the college we had no
rights to act as employees, to try to
negotiate our contracts, responsibilities
and wages. My overall experience as
an RA was filled with the challenges of
holding the position of RA while being
active on campus on issues that I am
passionate about,” continued Chase.
Chase said that after researching how
other colleges paid their resident
assistants, the group put together their
research and presented it to Resident
Life, but nothing happened. Chase also
feels that there are other issues that need
to be addressed, which a resident
assistant union would be instrumental in
tackling. “Improvements need to be
made in the area of the working
relationships between central staff, hall
directors and RA’s. There needs to be
better communication and agreement on
how to handle situations especially
concerning the drug policy here, so that
maybe ‘zero-tolerance’ could be more
effective,” she commented.
“RA’s need to have some say in how
their contracts and responsibilities are
negotiated and assigned. In all, there
needs to be some serious changes made
soon before the position of RA will lose
its reputation due to the experiences of
those who are and were RA’s here,” said
Chase.

4+1BA/BS/MBA
Program Reminder
A reminder from the MBA
Program to those Junior students who are
considering application to the 4+1 BA/BS/
MBA Program. Application materials to the
program must be submitted during the
student’s junior undergraduate year in order
that the admissions review process be
completed in the spring semester.
The 4+1 BA/BS/MBA Program
is a relatively new program that provides
current students with the opportunity to
remain at Providence College and complete
an MBA degree one year after completing
the bachelor’s degree. By a careful
structuring of the needed courses to
complete the bachelor’s degree
requirements, completion of the prerequisite
courses, and the MBA courses, the4+1 BA/
BS/MBA Program can be completed in 5
years. The student thus receives two degrees
(BA or BS and the MBA) in five years of
academic study. The 4+1 Program is
available to all students at Providence
College and begins with an application to
the MBA program during the fall semester
of the student’s junior year. Students
interested in applying to the program should
submit an application form and fee, a
Graduate Management Aptitude Test
(GMAT) score, official transcript of
undergraduate work completed, two letters
of recommendation, and a Statement of
Objectives giving the student’s goals for
pursuing the MBA degree. After all
materials are received, the application
package is submitted to the admissions
committee, which renders a decision during
the student’s junior Spring semester. The
admission standards for student applying to
the 4+1 Program are the same as existing
standards for current MBA applicants.
Students accepted into the program must
satisfy a series of undergraduate prerequisite
business courses before enrolling in MBA

courses. Prerequisite courses include
principles courses in Accounting, Finance,
and marketing, as well as Mathematics,
Statistics,
Microeconomics,
Macroeconomics, and a s Management
Information Systems course. Most
undergraduate programs at PC have
sufficient elective courses within their
programs for the student to complete and
satisfy the prerequisite courses needed.
In order to the complete the 4+1 program
one year after receiving the bachelor's
degree, students may begin the MBA
program by taking their first one or two
MBA courses during the summer between
their junior and senior undergraduate years.
The Winter Intercession also offers an
opportunity for students to take an MBA
course. Upon receiving the bachelor’s
degree after completion of the senior
undergraduate year, students may take
additional courses in the summer after their
Senior Spring semester. Three or four
courses may be taken in each of the fall and
spring graduate semesters, thus completing
the 12 courses required for the MBA degree.
Students not completing the MBA program
within the year after receiving their
bachelor’s degrees may continue for an
extra summer or semester until the MBA
degree is completed.
Additional
information about this program can be
found in the 2000 Providence College
Bulletin on page 236. For students wishing
to apply for a graduate assistantship during
the year of graduate study, a limited number
of graduate assistantships are available and
may be applied for after acceptance into the
MBA program. A package containing al 1 the
necessary application materials is available
from the MBA office in Koffler Hall 114 or
more information about the program can be
received by calling 865-2333.
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BB gun shooting, sexual
assault draw attention
to off-campus concerns
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Seniors celebrate
102 Nights
by Jamie

Gisonde ’02

News Staff
by

Nicole McIntyre ’02

News Editor

Two recent off-campus incidents
have students on alert. On Friday, Feb.
15 at 11:51 p.m., a male student was
allegedly shot in the eye with a BB gun
while standing on Douglas Ave. between
Clubbies and Louie’s. According to a
Providence Police Department report,
the student and a companion were
standing on the sidewalk when the
student felt a sharp pain in his eye. An
ambulance transported the student to
Rhode Island Hospital for treatment of
a cut to his eye.
The second incident occurred on

Sunday, February 17 when a female
student reported to Providence Police
that she had been sexually assaulted.
While at a party at 105/107 Pembroke
Ave. earlier in the evening, the victim
stated that she was approached by a 5’ 10
to 6’ tall, 24 year-old black male with a
buzz cut. After leaving the party to go
to a friend’s house, the victim stated that
the male attempted to sexually assault
and rape her while in the friend’s
basement. The suspect left after the
woman asked him repeatedly to stop.
Police arrived at 4 a.m. and urged the
woman to have a rape kit done at Woman
& Infants Hospital.

Ambrosini speaks
- Continued frompage 3 event, an experience in the listener such Ambrosini seems to draw the greatest
that they’re changed forever.”
amount of pleasure from her work with
Aside from her teaching her students. “We have a lot of fun in
responsibilities, Ambrosini hopes to get class; we laugh a lot,” she said. At the
more involved in the PC community, same time, Ambrosini said that she tries
such as possibly directing for Blackfriars to help her students deal with their own
Theatre productions. She has also emotions and insecurities. It may mean
continued her own acting career, recently that students have to come to grips with
appearing in “Quilters,” a play pain and other things that they initially
performed at Brown University. don’t want to deal with, but Ambrosini
Ambrosini said she has also acted in two said she tries to help these students find
world premiere productions— one a a voice in their pain. “I don’t try to
Rossini opera called “Elizabetta, Regina exploit emotion, but try to help students
di England” and the other “Angels and to deal with it, face it,” she said. “It’s
Infidels,” a play set in Worcester, MA my goal as a teacher—to help my
about the first women’s rights students express themselves and feel
convention in 1850.
confident in who they are.”
Despite all her own successes,

Friday night, the Class of 2002
celebrated “102 Nights,” marking the
countdown of the last months of their
college careers before Commencement.
Congress planned the occasion,
choosing the funky atmosphere'of the
nightclub, “The Call” in downtown
Providence to hold the event. Buses left
Peterson at 8:30 and took about twothirds of the senior class on a bumpy
ride towards a night of fun.
The Congress planning committee
was made up of the senior class officers:
TJ Luty, President; Cathleen Collins,
Vice President; Maria McDermott,
Treasurer; Erin Cunningham, Secretary;
and the four senior class representatives:
Lisa Massaro, Marisa McGrody, Jay
Mis, and Pat Sheldon. The group was
about to sign a contract with another
venue after having visited a number of
different clubs and restaurant/bars
before the Christmas break, but once
they saw the different atmospheres that
the rooms of “The Call” offered, they
realized it was the perfect spot for any
Providence College senior. Collins
found the nightclub unique because “it
had a little something for everyone. The
first room was less crowded, but chill,
and the second room was packed, but a
lot of fun.”
Inside this nightclub, seniors had
their choice of hanging out in one of two
rooms. The first, the more relaxed of the
two, featured a bar snaking around the
comers of a lower-level dance floor and
stage, and an upper level pool table,
where seniors were gathered in clusters
enjoying the modem rock and oldie

covers played by two local bands.
Through the doorway into the second
room, the scene was a little more wild.
Although a few seniors were lounging
around on the couches in the comer and
some were taking advantage of the buffet
table, the majority letting loose on the
dance floor, shouting to one another over
the d.j.’s hip-hop and r&b tunes vibrating
off of the walls. “I thought it was a really
fun time, especially because so many
people came out to support the class,”
stated McDermott.
“I hope everyone enjoyed
themselves. We all worked really hard
organizing it, and I have not heard any
complaints from anyone, which is good,
and uncommon, to be honest,” explained
Luty. The cabinet’s hard work definitely

“The night was
very memorable as
far as sentiment,
but literally, it was
more of a blur.”
- Katie Hayes ’02

paid off for at least one senior who really
enjoyed herself. Katie Hayes ’02
thought, “the night was very memorable
as far as sentiment, but literally, it was
more of a blur.” Hopefully, the camera
flashes of over 500 seniors that night
captured what, in the opinion of a group
of senior guys, “was an absolute gem.”
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by

Nicole McIntyre ’02

News Editor

The team huddles to discuss the next
play’s strategy. Should they try a long
pass or muscle their way through the
defense?
A young man kneels down, golf club
in hand, to carefully study the lay of the
land. Should he aim left and brave the
potential hazard or aim right and hope
the putt breaks right into the cup?
Are these images from the Super
Bowl or the PGA tour? Hardly. They’re
of college students honing their athletic
skills in the hallways of their dorms and
apartment buildings. Better known as
“dorm sports,” these tests of dexterity
and athletic ability are also showcases
for creativity, as students not only adapt
old favorites, but also invent new games.
“It’s basically a boredom thing,”
stated Steve Quinn ’03. “Sometimes
you’re just trying to get a five minute
stretch break,” added Mike Foley ’03.
The hallway seems like a natural
place for killing some time, according
to Paul Keating ’03. “You can’t play in
the room — too many hazards — and
sometimes you’re too lazy to go
outdoors.”
For many, the social aspect of the
sports is also a motivating factor.
“Everyone walks out in the hallway
looking for someone to talk to or
something to do,” Erin Pearce ’05 said.
“It’s a great way to get to know your
neighbors,” Foley noted.
Most of the sports played are hybrids
of their outdoor counterparts. “We play
field hockey,” said Jaclyn Raffol ’05. “I
had my field hockey stick in the closet,
and I’d just take it out and start hitting
the ball around the hallway. Someone
would always join in.”
Foley, Keating, and Quinn all cited
spontaneous games of soccer, golf, and
wiffle ball breaking out in the dorms they
had lived in. Wiffle ball seemed to be
especially popular, despite some
technical difficulties. “The bases are
much narrower. You don’t really have a
lot of room,” said Pat McCaffrey ‘03.
Wrestling was also popular with both
sexes. “Definitely wrestling,” stated
Quinn, “because it proves we’re men.”
“Girls wrestle, too,” Raffol added.
“We’re always trying to beat each other
up.”
Other sports, however, are popular
despite their less than traditional origins.
“Some guys down the hall from us
invented a game using empty dip cans.
I didn’t really understand it, but it had

Has your floor turned in to its own private minature golf course?

Internet. “Dorm futball,” promoted by
lightning.prohosting.com, involves
throwing a Nerf football at a middle
target placed on a ledge while trying not
to hit the two outside targets. A down is
gained every time a player hits an outside
target; after four downs, the ball must
be turned over to the opposing team. A
point is .scored if the player hits the
middle target without hitting the outside
targets.
Putting practice, from
www.livingspacenetwork.com, calls for
golf (or tape) balls, clubs, and bottles.
Players attempt to putt the closest to the
bottle without touching it. By adding a
laundry basket, students can practice
their chipping skills, by seeing who can
land as the most balls in the basket.
Other games require even less
equipment. “Spiderman,” another game
from www.livingspacenetwork.com ,
requires students to place their hands
against one wall, their feet against the
other and see who can “crabwalk” to the
top the fastest.
Although students may find hours of
amusement in these newly created
sports, Residence Life is not quite as
enamored with the games. “The RA’s
don’t like it,” admitted Keating,
“because sometimes people do break
things. When I lived in McDermott the
ceiling tiles were falling. [Res Life] told
us that it cost $ 15.00 an hour for the labor
to replace the tiles and $40.00 a piece
for the actual part.”
Despite these complaints, many of the
students believed that dorm sports would
continue. “It’s where everyone is,”
stated Pearce.

Still looking for
a game?
Take a peak at some of the ideas
provided by
www.Iivingspacenetwork.com.

From football to golf, students
are moving the outdoors
into the dorms.
some sort of point system. They rolled
them down the hall for points,” Foley
said.
“Roisin [Quinn] gives Irish step
dancing lessons in the hallway,” stated

Pearce.
Creating your own “signature” dorm
sport has become such a cult
phenomenon that websites dedicated to
the practice have sprung up all over the

Basket-Hockey:
The point is to hit the ball into a
garbage can from as far down the
hallway as possible. Extra points are
earned for hitting people who are
running for cover. (NOTE - Make
sure to use a tape ball - not something
that could do permanent damage.

Pillow Sumo Wrestling:
Body slam your opponent without
getting bruised! Wear pillows over
your stomach, head, arms, and knees.
A great way to settle dorm disputes.

CFP is looking for the Stars!

____

Attention: Immediate Job Openings!

Let Communities For People help you gain the valuable hands on experience you
will need to build a strong foundation in the Human Service Industry.
This is an excellent opportunity for highly motivated juniors and seniors to perform
a variety of tasks that will ensure the safety, treatment and nurturance of our
clientele. You will be working as a vital member of our treatment team to care for
male adolescents age 13-18. Alt clients are placed by the Department of Children,
Youth and Families in our community based residential programs. We are seeking
full-time and part-time employees.

Primary Responsibilities: Providing structure and guidance to youth who need
positive role models, high level of interaction with clientele, crisis intervention,
ransporting, medication distribution, staff meetings and various domestic duties.
Qualifications: Excellent verbal and written skills, dependable, good problem
solving skills, desire to develop leadership skills.
Communities For People
221 Waterman Street Providence, R.l. 02906
(401) 273-710) Attention: Joan Valcourt
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Yates on trial for drowning her children
by Jennifer

Ricciardi ’03

World Staff

The trial of Andrea Yates, the woman
accused of murdering her five children,
began Monday, February 18. Opening
statements provided a glimpse of the
ensuing battle between prosecution and
defense over the Houston woman’s state
of mind at the time of the killings.
Yates, 37, is accused of two counts
of capital murder in the deaths of her
children, who police say she drowned in
the bathtub June 20 after her husband,
Russell Yates, left for work.
She then called police and asked them
to come to her home, where they found
the bodies of John, 5; Paul, 3; Luke, 2;
and 6 month old Mary, covered by a
sheet in the master bedroom. The body
of Noah, 7, was still in the bathtub, po
lice reported.
Prosecutors, led by Joseph Owmbry,
say Yates confessed to the killings and
admitted it was premeditated. She alleg
edly told police she planned the slayings
the night before she carried them out. Po
lice have also said that Noah, the last
child killed, walked in on his mother
while she was drowning his baby sister
and tried to flee. Yates allegedly con
fessed to chasing the boy and then
drowning him.
Yates’ defense attorney, George
Parnham said that Yates’ mental illness

Yahoo

Yates pleaded insanity to the charges of murdering her five children.
kept her from knowing right from wrong.
He claims that at the time of the killings
she was suffering from postpartum de
pression and severe psychosis. Her al
leged illness has been reaffirmed by her
husband, Russell, who has publicly an
nounced that his wife had a history of

postpartum depression and had been on
anti-psychotic medication in the months
before the slayings. He said she at
tempted suicide after the birth of their
fourth child and suffered from postpar
tum depression after their fifth child was
bom. Russell Yates also noted that a doc

tor refused his plea to put her back on
medication two days before the children
were killed.
The defense is expected to have a dif
ficult time proving insanity. Experts say
juries tend to be skeptical of the insan
ity defense. They are at times suspicious
of the doctors who support mental ill
ness claims and don’t always believe the
projected severity of a disorder at the
time of the offense. The defense will
have to prove that Yates not only felt an
uncontrollable urge to kill, but that she
didn’t know right from wrong at that
moment.
Prosecution is throwing everything
they can at the defense and the jury to
convict Yates, including the testimony
of a state psychologist who evaluated
Yates and said she admitted planning the
killings, the tape of the 911 call Yates
made after the slayings, and an expected
videotape of a re-enactment of the kill
ings.
The nature of Yates’ indictment
leaves room for further prosecution if she
is in fact acquitted. One capital murder
charge covers the deaths of Noah and
John, qualifying for capital punishment
because two victims were killed during
the commission of the same crime. The
second charge lists the death of Mary as
a child under the age of 6, which is also
a capital offense. In the future, Yates
could still be prosecuted for the deaths
of Paul and Luke.
Sources: abcnews. com, msnbc.com

Bush: "I’m confident that Japan’s greatest era lies ahead"
Japan is in the
midst of its third
recession in a
decade, with
unemployment at a
new high of 5.6
percent.

President George W. Bush is greeted by a South Korean citizen upon his
arrival in Seoul this past week.
trafficking taking place in North Korea.
“We want to resolve all issues
by Bill Schmidt ’03
World Staff
peacefully, whether it be Iraq, Iran or
North Korea,” the President said,
Sizing up Asia’s trouble spots, responding to critics of his policy toward
President Bush says that Japan’s the three nations. “But I’ve also said that
economic recession “is on the path to they should make no mistake about it,
reform” after forcefully defending his that we will defend our interests. And I
hard-nosed stance against the missile
will defend the American people.”

Bush held a news conference
Monday with Japanese Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi in an effort to calm
allies who fear the United States might
be rushing toward military confrontation
with what Bush has called the “axis of
evil.”
The purpose of Bush’s visit
however was not to discuss problems
with Iraq, Iran, and North Korea, but
rather he was hoping to jump start
Koizumi’s efforts to enact new economic
reforms.
“I’m confident in this man’s
leadership ability. I’m confident in his
strategy and I’m confident in his desire
to implement that strategy,” said the
President.
Japan is in the midst of its third
recession in a decade, with
unemployment at a new high of 5.6
percent. Banks are crippled with billions
of dollars in bad loans and deflation is
wiping out the value of property.
After nearly a year of inaction,
Koizumi refocused his efforts to fight
deflation and revive a struggling banking
sector. He hoped that Bush’s visit would
give new momentum to his reform plans.
“I shall not slacken these
structural reform efforts,” claimed

Koizumi. Bush was giving Koizumi a
vote of confidence in an address to the
nation’s legislature Tuesday.
At the news conference, a
defensive Koizumi seemed to blame the
bad economy, partly, on the mood of the
Japanese people. “Japan has lost
confidence in itself,” he said. Bush’s
address to the Diet struck a more
optimistic chord: “I’m confident that
Japan’s greatest era lies ahead.”
Koizumi brushed aside
differences with Bush over the “axis of
evil” policy and global warming. He
called Bush’s alternative to the Kyoto
Climate Change Treaty a “positive
proposal,” but added: “We’d like to see
further efforts on the part of the United
States.”
On Iran, Iraq and North Korea,
the Prime Minister said the leaders had
talked “very frankly” and “very
candidly”. He said the United States
should consider “normalization of
relations with North Korea,” even as
Bush issues dire warnings to the
communist regime.
In their private talks, the
President asked Koizumi, whose country
has formal relations with Iran, to tell
Tehran that it must stop sponsoring
terrorism.
The next stop on Bush’s
weeklong Asia trip is South Korea where
the Nobel Peace Prize-winning
president, Kim Dae-jung, has sought to
increase relations with North Korea.
Bush’s “axis of evil” remarks have
threatened to weaken what Dae-jung has
called his “sunshine policy.”
The President plans to visit the
'demilitarized zone’ Wednesday and peer
across the desolate divide into North
Korea. Aides say he will challenge the
communist regime to renew relations
with the West and, eventually, embrace
freedom.
Sources: AP, yahoonews.com
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Train fire kills 370 in Egypt
by Jay Higgins

’03

World Editor

Yahoo

Milosevic is accused of genocide in
Bosnia during the Balkan wars.

Milosevic
on trial
for war
crimes
by

Mike Speight ’03

World Staff

The trial of former dictator of Yugo
slavia, Slobodan Milosevic, has begun.
He is facing 66 charges stemming from
the various wars he instigated as presi
dent of Yugoslavia and Serbia in the
1990’s.
The counts range from crimes against
humanity for his role in the 1991 -92 war
in Croatia and the 1998-99 war in
Kosovo. He also faces charges of geno
cide for the Serbian army's actions in the
1992-95 war in Bosnia. He will face all
of the charges in one trial.
In all of these conflicts, Milosevic is
accused of murdering civilians, wanton
destruction, and inciting conflicts. He
also faces charges of genocide because
he ordered Croatians, Bosnians, and
other non-Serbs to be murdered and sent
to death camps in the Bosnian conflict.
Milosevic was toppled from power in
2000 by a popular uprising that was
spurred on by Serbia's defeat by NATO
in the Kosovo conflict.
Milosevic has refused to acknowl
edge the legitimacy of the International
War Crimes Tribunal which is conduct
ing his trial. He claims that it does not
have the power to try him, and that the
trial is just a way of scapegoating all of
the troubles in the region on the Serbs.
This is the largest war crimes tribunal in
Europe since the Nuremberg Trials in
1945-46.
During the trial, which began on Feb
ruary 12th, Milosevic will represent him
self. He claims he will call former presi
dent Bill Clinton and former secretary
of state Madeleine Albright as witnesses.
He maintains that NATO violated human
rights laws during the Kosovo conflict
and, as a result, his trial is a sham.
Milosevic has not shown any remorse.
Instead, he has shown a great deal of
defiance and claims his actions were jus
tified to protect Serbia.
The feelings of many victims of the
Serbian wars have been summed up by
Mahmut Bakalli, a Kosovian. During
cross examination, he stated "You, Mr.
Milosevic, destroyed Yugoslavia with
pleasure by war." This trial has many
implications from the region and for fu
ture trials for crimes against humanity,
but many just hope that it will bring clo
sure to a region shattered by more than a
decade of war.

Sources: cnn.com, washingtonpost, com

Fire ripped through a crowded night
train near Cairo early Wednesday, kill
ing 370 passengers. Although this is the
most severe incident in the 150 years of
its service, train accidents are a common
occurance in the country of Egypt.
“1 was being overwhelmed by the
smoke and tongues of flame lashing out
at me. So 1 jumped out of the window
of the moving train,” said passenger
Saleh Selim.
“We pushed each other and we were
suffocating from the smoke. We threw
each other out the windows," another
survivor told Reuters from his hospital
bed.
Sources at hospitals, the local am
bulance service and the public
prosecutor's office put the final death toll
at 370, but the emotional toll was much
greater for some.
“I don't know how I can live with
all this death,” Mohammed Mokhtar
said after saving a woman from death
but failing to save his four-year-old son
whose body had been too badly burned.
The search to find out exactly how
the fire started has begun. One theory
blamed it on a passenger who tried to
light a small gas stove some point dur
ing the trip. The stoves are typically used
by passengers to brew their own coffee
or tea while on board. The public
prosecutor's office reported that survi
vors and witnesses had also suggested
an electrical short circuit might be to
blame.
The trajedy is especially hard for the
country of Egypt because of its timing.
The train had been overcrowded with
people heading for the countryside to
spend the Eid al-Adha holiday, the big
gest of the Muslim year, with families.
Reports out of Egypt said the gov
ernment would pay 3,000 Egyptian

People jumped from windows and doors to escape the flames,
pounds ($650) in emergency assistance
to the families of the dead, and 1,000

pounds to the injured,
Sources: AP, yahoo.com

Thailand.

Are you willing to give your
time and energies to people in
need of your gifts?
The Redemtorist Project in Pattaya, Thailand is
looking for young men and women to serve as
volunteers In one or more of is programs.
Programs include the School for the Disabled (a 2 year program in
the computer science, English, and business for 200 disabled adults),
the Home & School for Blind Children, the Home & School for Deaf
Children, & the Home & School for Abandoned Street Children.

For more information call Fr. DeMers at (401) 434-4060
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Bush skips town after dirtiest week ever
by

Erin Simmeth ’03

Asst. Commentary Editor

Bush must have known he would be catching to
matoes last week. The president uttered a trio of state
ments so unpopular with the public that he had to do it
on the run, while leaving for a nice, long trip to Far
East. After announcing his seriously flawed substitute
for the Kyoto Treaty, an agreement to bury toxic waste
in Nevada, and a renewed call for drilling in the Arctic
Wildlife refuge, President Bush could have had a nice
tomato salad en route to Japan.
Bush unveiled his long-awaited environmental plan
in Silver Springs, Md., before embarking on his trip to
Asia, where he will discuss this plan as an alternative
to the treaty he rejected there almost a year ago. Bush
refused to sign the Kyoto Treaty because he felt it would
overburden the U.S. economy, while letting develop
ing nations off the hook. Instead of accepting the
treaty’s tough ten-year cuts aimed at lowering green
house gas emissions to pre-1990 levels, Bush came up
with a new plan which would use tax incentives to en
courage polluters to reduce emissions voluntarily. In
other words, Bush’s so-called environmental plan is
the lamest thing yet to come out of an administration
that is strong on military protection but weak on pro
tecting the earth and its inhabitants.
Energy interests and corporate polluters have ap
plauded Bush’s plan, but almost everyone else with
any sense is saying that this proposal is completely
powerless to do anything about the growing threat of
global warming. The main reason is very simple. In
stead of holding polluters to pre-determined levels,
Bush wants to allow actual emissions to rise along with
economic growth. Bush calls for reducing “greenhouse
gas intensity,” or the amount of national emissions di
vided by gross domestic product. Over the next ten
years, this would amount to an 18-percent decrease—
half of what the Kyoto Treaty would have achieved
and not enough to reverse the emissions growth of the
last decade. Gone is the original goal of reducing green
house gas emissions, and instead we will have a bet-

YAHOO NEWS

A worker walks out of the Yucca Mountain, Nev.,
facility where the Bush Administration plans to
store nuclear waste.
ter-looking ratio but will still be suffering the effects
of higher levels of pollution.
Bush’s impostor of a plan is better than no plan at
all, but only barely, since he has included no punitive
measures for polluters who do not “voluntarily” reduce
their emissions. He merely hopes that tax breaks will

be enough to somehow inspire corporations to stop
contributing to America’s runaway emissions. How
ever, our country is absolutely addicted to greenhouse
gases: the U.S. alone creates 20 percent of the world’s
total greenhouse gases. Our nation’s giant polluters
deserve far more than a slap on the wrist, but under
Bush’s plan, they will be getting handouts instead.
Calling this plan an alternative to the Kyoto Treaty
is like calling Julia Child’s cooking an alternative to
Richard Simmons. Bush’s plan is utterly indulgent to
his near-and-dear loved ones in the energy and oil
worlds, whereas the original treaty might have actu
ally garnered some results. But Bush, the supposedly
fearless vigilante, ran scared at the idea of a treaty that
pointed a finger at U.S. industry, claiming that the treaty
was too harsh on America and too lenient on poorer
nations. On considering America’s gargantuan envi
ronmental responsibility, it is no wonder that the Kyoto
Treaty put so much more pressure on the U.S. What
would be the point of forcing a developing nation like
Bali to adhere to the same restrictions as the giant,
wealthy, and filthy world polluter that is our nation?
Instead, Bush would rather just let everyone desecrate
the planet—and get a tax break for doing it.
President Bush rounded out his dirtiest week in of
fice by agreeing on a Nevada mountain 90 miles west
of Las Vegas as the perfect site to bury thousands of
tons of nuclear waste gathered from power plants across
the country, and then wrapped up in Los Angeles with
a renewed call for drilling in Alaska’s wildlife refuge
for oil. If I was him, I would leave the country too, for
none of these announcements were remotely popular
with the public. Hopefully, Congress will discard
Bush’s half-hearted “plan” as the bad joke it is, and
while they are at it, they can shut down the Alaska drill
ing and Nevada burying plans as well.
In the mean time, save your rotten tomatoes for the
next time the President starts talking about the envi
ronment, and get ready to throw, because that’s about
the only recognition this kind of talk deserves.

Presidential back-alley assault on abortion Letter to
by

the Editor

Sasha Gillin ’04

Commentary Staff

While Bush’s war to help protect the
rights of women oceans away drags on,
the fight to maintain the fundamental
rights of women in this country is a war
we are slowly losing. Apparently
women in other countries are competent
to make their own decisions but women
in the U.S. need the help of the federal
government. Bush and his cronies, while
operating behind the war banner, have
been slowly and quietly reversing much
of the groundbreaking progress women’s
rights advocates have made in the past
years, allowing pro-lifers to get a foot in
the courthouse door and slyly push their
agenda into the public sphere.
Most recently Bush has decided that
poor fetuses need their own health in
surance, but the women carrying them
do not. While the Secretary of Health
and Human Services, Tommy Thomp
son, did insist that it was “not a abortion
debate” to declare a zygote a human be
ing, it is almost impossible not to see
underlying political significance in mak
ing such a statement.
Thompson and others claim that the
move to give health insurance to fetuses
is simply to provide more adequate pre
natal health care to those who need it.
That is a good thing. Yet, there are sev
eral ways Bush could have gone about
this task without changing the legal defi
nition of a child. He could have added
pregnant women to the list of those avail
able for State Children’s Health Insur
ance Policy (S-CHIP). He could have
given out more state wavers to insure
these women. He could simply improve
and expand Medicaid coverage. In fact,
Medicaid is already extended to preg
nant women and covers at least a third
of American births already. He could

But that is the catch in Bush ’s plan.
His plan cares for the fetus, not the woman. Haughty
have chosen from any number of bills
seeking to improve health care for preg
nant women that are now before Con
gress.
But that is the catch in Bush’s plan.
His plan cares for the fetus, not the
woman. The woman receives health care
only when she is pregnant and hence
becomes a sort of chauffeur for the “real
patient.” The fact that Bush did not
choose any of these bills before Congress
undeniably points to the fact that he is
slyly trying to make a statement about
abortion.
This feat is just one of a series of trou
bling actions by Bush’s administration
that comes dangerously close to chal
lenging the landmark Roe v. Wade deci
sion. This fall, the Unborn Victims of
Violence Act, which passed the House
but not the Senate, made it a federal
crime to harm an unborn fetus, a begin
ning move to separate the fetus from the
mother and establish its own rights. It
set a dangerous precedent and left prochoicers to wonder how long until
women who choose abortion will be con
sidered one of those violent criminals as
well.
Previously to that Bush tried to re
strict federal employees from getting
contraceptives covered by their insur
ance. And although he didn’t give any
funding to Maternal and Child Health
grants, he did vastly increase funding for
abstinence-only, non-sex education for
teens. The main problem here is that
there is absolutely no evidence that these

programs work. Teens who do not know
the facts about sex do not have enough
information on protection, leaving them
more at risk of pregnancy or disease. And
in Bush’s first months in office Senate
Republicans in cooperation with the ad
ministration limited large amounts of
funding to many overseas birth control
clinics, depriving many women of their
only access to much needed health care
and contraceptives.
If Bush was really interested in im
proving health care he would do some
thing for the 40 million Americans, 10
million of whom are children, who are
without insurance. A fetus does not walk
into a clinic, do the paper work, talk to
the doctors, and pay the co-pay. A
woman does. It’s time she gets the help
she deserves.
During the election in 2000, those
considering voting for Bush were cau
tioned that a vote for Bush was a vote
threatening a woman’s right to choose.
Many shrugged off this warning and
were convinced that it would take a lot
more than one man to overturn abortion
rights in America. That notion is qui
etly and slowly being proved wrong as
the Bush administration takes advantage
of the public preoccupation with the war
on terrorism to slide their own conser
vative ideologies into law. Now while
Bush is pretending to be the women’s
rights advocate of the world, he is prov
ing to be the opposite on the homefront
and suggests a dangerous fate to women
across the country.

reactions do not
further discussion
I am unlikely to agree with most
Brown undergraduates on just about
any topic, but Dave Holman’s editorial
deriding Ivy League students for their
dislike of Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein
has cast me, temporarily, into their
camp. Though the Brown community
can be haughty, intolerantly liberal,
and sometimes unwelcoming to a
Christian viewpoint, it is not a “planet
of ignorance a hill away.”
We need to take a long look at
ourselves before we go so far as to
attack other students our same age as
ignorant merely because we do not
approve of their moral or intellectual
stances. If anything, the Brown
students I have met suffer from an
overexposure to all types of
information, and a deeply held
relativism that denies them the ability
to sift through their knowledge and
find truth. That points to some serious
problems, but not ignorance, and to
call them such is to invite their disdain
towards PC students or, at best, an
intellectual pissing match.
I read Frankenstein as a freshman,
and found it boring; I disliked the
style, not the ideas. I hope I would
enjoy it now that my education has
progressed. The Ivy League students
quoted have their own standards for
judging a book’s value, and though I
disagreed with all three, I did not find

See letter, page 11
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Cowl Letters Policy

When parietal regulations get out of hand.

Tangents and Tirades
Defending liberty, fraternity, equality, and the honor of young maidens... Tangents and Tirades
does everything but make coffee. Instead, we just talk about it.
It’s Yucca, but it’s better than nothing
Excited over a united target, environmentalists and local NIMBY-ites (Not In My
Backyard) are up in arms over the Department of Energy’s final okay to storing the country’s scattered nuclear waste in a Yucca
Mountain, Nev., storage facility. The NIMBY-ites are easily explained away, but not so easily reasoned with. No matter how safe
the nuclear waste could ever be 95 miles away from Las Vegas and thousands of feet underground, they would still be upset. Even
more amusing, though, are the environmentalists. They call it unsafe. Unfortunately for their argument, they present no viable
alternative. Nuclear waste is currently spread across the country in semi-secure facilities and held in questionable containers. Yucca
is the best thing going. The environmentalists know that, but their destructive criticism leaves little room for such admissions.
—Dave Holman ’03

An Olympic sense of insecurity While some in Europe are offended by “unilateralism,” others have more petty fish to fry. One
Duncan Mackay of the British newspaper the Guardian has attacked President Bush for making patriotic statements at the opening
ceremonies and Bob Costas for mentioning the “axis of evil” when the Iranian athletes went by. He is even more upset at the
Olympic Committee for having what he considers too much security. If this much security is needed at an “isolated city in the
Midwest” [sic], he writes, what would happen if the 2012 Summer Olympics are awarded to New York? He is especially horrified
to learn that there is three times as much security as at the 1984 Cold War Olympics in Los Angeles. Of course, while the Soviets
had many nuclear warheads pointed in our direction, there was little chance of their suddenly deciding to fire one at us without
provocation, and even less chance of a nuclear strike being stopped by security. Also, Mackay seems to have forgotten that the
chief Soviet excuse (as opposed to their actual revenge-for-1980 motive) for boycotting the 1984 Games was—not enough security!
—James Kabala ’02
Oh sweet, sweet brown caffeine This Monday, Feb. 18, was the greatest day of my life. I can hardly explain the pure rush I felt
when the nice lady in Alumni Cafeteria stamped the sixth bean-shaped stamp on my Coffee Club card, entitling me to one free cup
of coffee. Or is it a bean shape, or a pair of fat, happy lips, symbolic of my own which will soon be sucking down that sweet nectar
free of charge? Either way, I must send out a whole-hearted thanks to those generous folks who have lent new meaning to my
Slavin coffee habit. It’s all worth it now. Thank you, Sodexho Marriott, and keep up the awesome promotions. I just hope I don’t
put you out of business. —Erin Simmeth ’03

Our carnivoric responsibility It seems unfair for PC not to serve meat on Fridays during Lent, especially in Slavin. While I
totally understand that this is a conservative Catholic school and most students are faithful to the Catholic tradition of not eating
meat during these times, I think it is wrong not to leave this decision up to the students. There are a number of faculty members and
students here who are not Catholic and it seems insulting that decisions like this are made for us already. On one hand PC says that
they wish to attract a greater student and faculty diversity, but forced traditions like these ones make a lot of people who are not
Christian feel out of place and awkward. I think if a college aims to make students into responsible adults, a good starting point
would be to begin trusting them to make decisions about things like what they will and will not eat. —Sasha Gillin ’04
Good news for PC party-goers... I guess The ACLU is protesting the vague nature of the municipal noise ordinance of the city
of Providence, stating that hundreds may have been unconstitutionally charged and convicted with violation of the ordinance. The
rule of thumb is generally two telephone poles, which means about 200 feet, which is the distance from the source the noise must
be heard in order to be charged with a violation. Police Chief Richard Sullivan responded that over 900 of the 1,000 complaints
filed were against motorists, so the whole 200 foot rule does not even apply. Doesn t the city have more pressing issues which need
to be addressed than the ACLU fishing for problems where there aren’t any? —Stephanie Pietros ’04

Letter to
the Editor

The Cowl welcomes guest commentar
ies and Letters to the Editor from all mem
bers of the Providence College community,
as well as outside contributiors.
All submissions must include the writer’s
name, signature, and a phone number where
they can be reached. Articles will be printed
as space permits. Letters should be no more
than 250 words in length. Guest commen
taries should be limited to 700 words in
length and only one will be published per
Over the past 10 years I have attended
week. The Cowl editorial board and its ad
many PC hockey games. The crowd has
ministrative supervisors reserve the right to
always been extremely supportive of the
edit articles and letters for space and clar
ity.
team, making Schneider Arena a great
However, if there is a portion you spe
place to go and watch a hockey game.
cifically wish to remain unchanged, please
However,
on Saturday night two
inform the Editor-in-Chief. Letters to the
“Superfans,” so-called because they
Editor are the opinions of the writer only
and do not reflect the viewpoint of The Cowl
attend every game and are prominent
staff.
leaders among the fans, tarnished the
Submissions must be delivered, mailed
name of our fans with one inappropriate
or faxed to The Cowl office no later than 5
cheer.
p.m. on the Monday before publication. Mail
During play near the Maine goal, one
submissions to Box 2981 Providence, RI
02918, fax to 401 -865-1202, submit online
of the Maine defensemen was hit in the
at
www.thecowl.com,
e-mail
to
face by a stick and fell onto the ice. Play
thecowl@providence.edu, or hand deliver to
was
stopped as the trainer came out to
The Cowl Office in Slavin 104A. Call 401attend to the injured man. As a silence
865-2214 with any questions.

Hockey’s
Superfan outrage

Weekly Subscription Rate is $25.00 per
year by mail. Student subscription is
included in tuition fee. Correspondence
can be mailed directly to : The Cowl,
Providence College, Providence, Rhode
Island 02918.

enveloped the arena, these two
“Superfans” stood up, administered a
ten-count, and shouted, “Knockout! Get
off the ice!”
At the time this happened I was in
the pep band. Had we felt the need, we

could have played a song, such as
“Another One Bites the Dust” by Queen,
but we did not do this. The hockey game
was just that: a game. When a person
gets injured their health takes priority
over anything else. In fact, as students
at this school, we are encouraged in the
school’s mission statement to show “the
deepest respect for the essential dignity,
freedom and equality of every person.”
I’m certain that if a Providence player
had been injured, these “Superfans”
would have been hollering at the referee

for a penalty, and berating the other team
for “playing dirty.” Yet, they could not
show even a remote sign of human
decency toward an injured competitor.
These “Superfans” are leaders among
the fans; they are always among the first
to start a “Let’s Go Friars!” chant and
are the first to call the opposing goalie a
sieve when we score a goal. However,
if these “Superfans” continue to act as
they did on Saturday, the fine reputation
of our fans will be destroyed.
Fred Coughlin ’03

Commentary

February 21,2002

The Cowl 11

Skating’s new cold foreign relations

YAHOO NEWS

Making nice: Canadian skaters receive their gold

medals with their Russian competitors Feb. 17,2002.
by Stephanie

Pietros ’04

Commentary Staff

It may well be 1984 and not 2002. The recent
Olympic figure skating controversy has left me feeling
as though the space-time continuum has done some
freaky, Star Trek-shifting thing, landing the world right
back in the Cold War. The fact that I no longer have a
predilection to eat a diet consisting mainly of pureed
pears, and that I am sitting at my computer composing
this article for my college newspaper are the only
indicators that it is indeed 2002. With the prime-time
viewing population caught in the grips of the Winter
Olympics in Salt Lake City, it is doubtful that there are
many people who have not heard of the controversy
surrounding the pairs competition.

What is most frightening about this whole
controversy is not the fact that judges would cheat to
help their countrymen win. Unfortunately, this would
seem only too natural. The reference to the “eastern
bloc” judges voting throughout reporting on the event
seems much more consequential than the fact that one
judge would accept a bribe. The fact remains that
Russia, along with former Soviet nations and their
allies, all voted together for the Russians in the event,
while the United States and our allies (minus France)
voted for the Canadians. Apparently, the Cold War
still lingers in the sport of figure skating.
For those who are not privy to the facts of the
controversy, the gold medal was awarded to the
Russians despite the fact that the Canadian team of
* Jamie Sale and David Pelletier skated flawlessly. This
was later found to be the result of some type of deal
struck between the Russian and French judges, in which
France would vote for the Russians in pairs in exchange
for the Russian vote for the French in ice dancing.
Although the public outcry has died down following
the International Olympic Committee’s decision to
award a second gold medal to the Canadians, the event
will have a serious impact on the sport of figure skating.
The International Skating Union is already proposing
changes that will hopefully work towards objectifying
the subjective nature of skating judging, as well as
preventing the temptation for judges to cheat.
It seems as though the problem of cheating judges
is more easily rectified than that of lingering Cold War
sentiments. Despite the fact that many strides have
been taken to improve international relations following
the fall of communism throughout Eastern Europe in
the late 1980’s and early 1990’s, it is clear from recent
events that Cold War attitudes still exist. It is truly
disheartening in light of all the steps that have been
taken diplomatically and politically that an event such
as the Olympics, which promotes a type of international
brotherhood, should continue to fan the flame of old
resentments.

One of the most incongruous aspects of the whole
situation is that many figure skaters are living and
training in the United States, despite the fact that they
will go on to represent their country of origin in
international competition. When the “eastern” or
“Soviet” or “communist” bloc judges are voting for
their own countrymen, they are actually voting for
people who have in many cases become immersed in
American culture. This is often evident in the obviously
“American” costuming and music that some foreign
skaters are using. Everyone remembers a similar upset,
although not nearly so controversial, when Oksana
Baiul beat out Nancy Kerrigan in the 1994 Olympics
with another close five to four vote. She won despite
her two-footed landing on a required jump and last
minute additions to her program, something which
judges traditionally look down upon. The phenomena
of “eastern bloc” judging was apparent in voting for
the Ukrainian Baiul, although that Olympics was not
so far removed from the Cold War itself. What was the
first thing Baiul did after winning Olympic gold? She
moved from the Ukraine to the United States to train
and perform with professional figure skating shows in
this country.
What is the point of all this? Not necessarily that
athletes are betraying their country by moving to the
United States, but that judges are holding ancient
grudges which perhaps athletes themselves overcame
a long time ago. Judging attitudes seem like some type
of pathetic clinging to a Cold War mentality, while it is
a mere fading memory in the minds of the athletes and
much of the rest of the world. The pairs figure skating
controversy is eye-opening not just because it reveals
the flawed nature of figure skating judging, but also
because it is evident that in some instances, the Cold
War is not over. We cannot forget that there is still
work that needs to be done in improving international
relations even with regards to seemingly politically
neutral events like the Olympics.

U.S. v. Europe: a new axis of conflict
by James

Kabala ’02

Commentary Staff

Many of the European elites are unhappy
with America again. After the State of the
Union, in which President Bush called Iran, Iraq,
and North Korea “an axis of evil,” European
Union commissioner for international relations
Chris Patten denounced this as “unilateralist
overdrive,” adding that “Gulliver can’t go alone,
and I don’t think it’s helpful if we regard
ourselves as so Lilliputian that we can’t speak
up and say it.” This was just the most prominent
of several such remarks, such as one from the
French prime minister warning the U.S. against
“the strong temptation of unilateralism” and
another from British cabinet member Peter Hain
declaring that Britain was not the U.S.’s “patsy.”
The general consensus among the leaders of
Europe seems to be that “unilateralism” is ipso
facto immoral or at least unwise, while
“multilateralism” that consults the Europeans
in everything is the only way to do things. This
YAHOO NEWS
concern has become especially acute in recent
years, as the lack of direct threat to Western
Catholic nuns protest President Bush’s visit to South Korea, Feb. 15,2002.
Europe has disappeared and Europeans feel less
such nasty regimes. What efforts they made have sometimes ended
need for U.S. approval.
The whole issue is founded on the idea that morality depends in farce. Britain recently had to recall its ambassador to Iran
on whether or not other people agree with you. The U.S. is currently because the authorities thought that he was a Jewish. In the
the most powerful nation on Earth - not so much because of some meantime, Iran sells arms to the PLO, and North Korea keeps an
diabolical master plan as because, at least to an extent, things just iron grip on its people.
kind of fell out that way. Once, not too long ago, Great Britain
On the other hand, Europeans aren’t always wrong, and
Americans should resist the temptation to dismiss all their thoughts
out of hand. In the Washington Post, the usually intelligent
columnist Michael Kelly denounces the French foreign minister,
“whose name is Petain or Maginot or something,” for calling the
axis of evil “simplistic.” One can instead, Kelly writes, “choose
the far safer and far more profitable path of shrugging one’s
shoulders in a fetchingly Gallic fashion and sending one’s Jews
off to the camps, as one’s new masters in government request.”
Here Kelly comes quite close to suggesting that Americans are
was unquestionably the most powerful nation on Earth, and France genetically superior to Europeans, no small feat for so ethnically
and (unfortunately) Germany also knew great heights of power. mixed a people. However fun it may be to make fun of the French,
The U.S. doesn’t need Britain or France’s approval for a foreign it is ridiculous to suggest that all Frenchmen, even those like the
policy action any more than Britain and France needed the U.S.’s French foreign minister (real name Hubert Vendreye, by the way),
approval when they were the superpowers of their day. This doesn’t who was born in 1947, must bear an eternal curse for the
mean the U.S. has the right to bully other nations about silly things collaborationist acts of their ancestors. A Frenchman could argue
or go to war over minor matters. It simply means that if the U.S.— that maybe the U.S. shouldn’t have remained neutral for over two
or any other nation, for that matter—believes that a foreign policy years, and if the Germans had actually invaded U.S. soil as they
action is the right thing, it should go ahead and do it without having did French soil, who knows what would have happened? Earlier,
I said that Germany “unfortunately” had once been powerful, but
to go and ask permission.
Another matter is the question of whether evil really exists or even the Germans cannot be ignored on hereditary grounds.
The answer, then, is that people should actually listen to other
not. Patten dislikes the use of the word, and is also upset that, in
the Guardian's phrase, the U.S. has “undermin[ed] long-established people’s opinions, instead of just basing their opinions on gut
EU efforts to reach out to Teheran and Pyongyang.” Left unasked reactions like “unilateralism is bad” or “the French are bad”
is the question of why the EU nations want good relations with Unfortunately, this is not likely to happen any time soon.

The whole issue is founded on the idea
that morality depends on whether or not
other people agree with you.

Letter:
Challenge
assumptions
-Continued from page 9their stances uninformed or
offensive, just radically
different from my own.
According to Mr. Holman,
“...ignorance is treasured in
those (Brown’s) hallowed
halls of learning. They are
taught to be experts on
everything, without
knowledge on a majority of
topics.” This statement
smacks of the ignorance and
haughtiness that Mr. Holman
unfairly attacks in Brown
students. I imagine that
Brown students pick up a fair
amount of knowledge in their
four years, and I doubt that
they prize ignorance. Rather
than dismissing or
disparaging Brown, we might
be better served by
challenging the intellectual
assumptions that lead to its
students using their
knowledge to come to such
drastically different (and I
would say misguided)
conclusions about our world.
I once sat in a high level
English class, taking my final,
while a senior English major
told the professor that she
would be unable to pass the
exam because she had not
read any of the assigned
material. That is ignorance,
and we have plenty of it right
here on Smith Hill. We do not
need to look for it elsewhere.
I would like to see
meaningful discussion
between our students and
Brown’s on a wide range of
topics, including literature,
but I am afraid that articles
like Mr. Holman’s will only
drive Brown students to refer
to us as that planet of Catholic
reactionaries a hill away.
Dan Reed '02
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The suspense is killing us!
Where’s Kid ’N Play’s place in
Hollywood history?

John Q review, page 14

Urban Elements, page 16
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Picks I wanna ROCK!
Actors
of the immunized
against the
Week directing

by Alexandra

Silveira ’02

A&E Staff

Movies
Grosse Pointe Blank
Directed by George Armitage
Professional assassin Martin Blank
(John Cusack) returns home to attend
a ten-year high school reunion and
to meet up with the long-lost love of
his life (Minnie Driver). Followed
by rival assassins and in the midst of
doing a job, Marlin deals with his
past as well as all the same people
we went to high school with..

bug catch
something
much
worse... the
urge to wear
leather pants
and ROCK!

by

Dan Devine ’04

A&E Staff

The Monkees Greatest Hits
The Monkees
Four wacky guys sing happy songs
about love and life. They are not
soulful or innovative, but with cute
hats and Davy Jones (collective
world sigh), (he Monkees can put
anyone in a good mood.

Books
Blindness
Jose Saramago
A Nobel Prize winner for literature,
Saramago uses words to majestically
paint the horrifying scenario of a
country afflicted by a strange
blindness. An intriguing plot and
intricate symbolism combine with
the poetic use of words and imagery
to make this an incredible read.

There are certain things that are just
understood. You know that when Allen
Iverson sets foot on the court, he’s going
to shoot the ball three hundred and fifty
times. You know that when you hear the
name “OF Dirty Bastard” in a news
report, the words “crack cocaine,”
“nationwide manhunt,” and “in custody”
aren’t far behind. You know that when
you turn on Maury, by God, those little
bastards are headed straight for boot
camp, and they’re going to bawl their
eyes out when they get there. There are
certain things that are just understood,
and we take comfort in those small
certainties.
It used to be that when someone who
gained fame and fortune doing one thing
tried to cross over and do something else,
you knew the results were going to be
miserable. Then a cowboy actor named
Reagan became President and all hell
broke loose. “Wait just one second!”
said Eddie Murphy. “If an actor can be
the President of the United States, then
why can’t I call up my good friend Rick
James and make an R&B record?” The
result of that phone call, much to the
chagrin of anyone who would like to
believe that some sort of God exists and
that He is benevolent, was “(My Girl
Wants To) Party All The Time,” a dance
club hit which not only furthered his
career, but actually made him one of the
biggest selling musicians of 1985.
Dance club stupidity. This is how
diseases spread.
Next thing you know, everyone in
Hollywood was clamoring to get in the
studio and lay down a couple of tunes,

churning out crappy pap so depressing
that it drove many a sober person to
crawl inside a bottle for escape. Once
we caught a whiff of Swayze’s “She’s
Like The Wind,” we all wished we’d
appreciated the sonic brilliance of the
Chicago Bears’ “Super Bowl Shuffle”
when we had the chance. Mandy
Patinkin, the genre’s gravest offender,
has, in the last decade, actually managed
to release more candy-ass music than
both Michael Bolton and Kenny G.
combined. There’s only one thing sadder
than an aging, unattractive, at best
marginally talented man named Mandy
playing make-believe lounge singer, and
that’s an aging, unattractive, at best
marginally talented former star of
Chicago Hope named Mandy playing
make-believe lounge singer. That’s you,
chief. Cut it out, before someone wises
up and comes after you like they should
have a decade ago.
Like all things, however, the
phenomenon of actors making music has
its pros and cons, its soaring peaks and
dismal depths. I’ve taken a completely
random and non-representative sample
of albums made by actors or bands

featuring actors, some recent and some
not-so-recent, and I was surprised to find
out that sometimes, given half a chance
and a decent drum beat, these people can
actually rock (if only a little bit).

BRUCE WILLIS
The Return of Bruno (1987)
Alright, all rah-rah bullcrap aside—
if you thought this album was going to
be any good, you must have lost your
damn mind. I shuddered in anxiety when
I saw the cover; a smirking Willis
(presumably happy because he knows he
just screwed you out of whatever you
paid for the album) stands off to the right,
threatening to deliver on the “return of
Bruno” promised by the pink graffiti
(huh?) menacingly scrawled on the left
hand side. For those not hip to the lingo,
“Bruno” is Willis’s hard nosed, blues
lovin’ alter-ego, a harmonica-wielding
party boy who has come back with one
goal: TO ROCK. Constipated listeners
should pop on the updated spy classic
“Secret Agent Man/James Bond Is Back”
(what a coincidence! so is Bruno! man,

From celluloid, page 14
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Desperate Measures
John Q tackles HMOs and hostages when
John Q’s family is put to the ultimate test

Billy Bob Thornton is another in the slew of actors keeping it on wax.

From celluloid to wax
-Continued from page 13this is AWESOME!) and the harmonicafueled jam “Jackpot (Bruno Bop)”;
nothing will send you rushing to the
bathroom faster than hearing Bruce Willis
tell you that “fine looking women are just
like a pair of dice.” Speak on, Bruno.
Kick it.

DOGSTAR
Happy Ending (2000)
OK, you’re going to think I’m kidding,
but Happy Ending could be a lot worse.
Yes, Keanu Reeves is Dogstar’s bass
player. Yes, they sound exactly like a
million other alternative bands. Yes, their
cover of the Carpenters’ “Superstar” is
downright awful. But the originals are
upbeat and catchy, the instruments are
well played, and Keanu’s performance
doesn’t do anything to ruin the album.
Happy Ending is by no means a great
record, but it’s way less horrible than
most of the stuff Keanu’s name is
attached to (with the exception of both
Bill and Ted movies).
BILLY BOB THORNTON
Private Radio (2001)
Next.
“But, Dan, what do you mean? You’re
not
even
going
to
NEXT.
“Come on, Dan. he’s a valid
contemporary artist with something to -

I said, “NEXT.”

PHANTOM PLANET
Is Missing (1998)
“Hey, isn’t that the kid from
Rushmore?’
You bet your ass it is, Clyde. Jason
Schwartzman, better known to cult movie
freaks everywhere as Max Fischer,
handles the drumming duties for power
pop quartet Phantom Planet, and he’s
actually good. Like Keanu in Dogstar,
Jason stays in the background, laying
down a solid support structure and
allowing the warm melodies of guitarists
Jacques Brautbar and Alex Greenwald

to take center stage. Unlike the cast of
Dogstar, though, the members of
Phantom Planet’s frontline deserve the
spotlight, penning light yet affecting
songs influenced as much by Pet Sounds
as Superchunk’s On the Mouth,
including personal favorite “Can’t Take
It.” The coolest thing about Phantom
Planet Is Missing? Jason hits those skins
pretty hard for a little dude; then again,
I’d expect nothing less from a guy who
raced go-karts to Creation’s “Making
Time” (and I don’t care if it was Wes
Anderson’s decision).

VINCENT GALLO
Buffalo ’66: The Original Motion
Picture Soundtrack
I really like Vincent Gallo’s music,
both on the score of 1999’s Buffalo ’66
and on his 2001 solo debut, When. He’s
not just “good for an actor,” he’s
undeniably talented. I think that Gallo
deserves to be applauded for crafting
haunting gems like “Lonely Boy” and
“A Somewhere Place” from Buffalo ’66
and the title track from When.
Unfortunately, I can’t applaud his
character as a human being. On a trip to
his official website to research further
his past accomplishments, I encountered
page after page of obscene hate speech
broadcasting his views on everything
from “cheap Jews” and affirmative
action (when referring to late painter and
former band mate Jean Michel Basquiat,
Gallo characterizes his success by
simply saying, “Sometimes it’s good to
be Black”) to the disgrace of “fags” and
“spies” marching down New York’s
Fifth Avenue. It’s painful to respect
someone’s talent as much as I do Vincent
Gallo’s and then to find out he’s a
complete jackass. If you can disregard
his overwhelming idiocy, then you
should check out Buffalo '66 and When,
because the songs really do disprove the
myth that actors can’t write good songs.
In retrospect, though, I think I’d rather
listen to The Return of Bruno', at least I
know Bruce wouldn’t do me wrong like
that.

The best things in life are free...
and so are the bad things.
Free movies, theater tickets, CDs, and
meals, all for 1000 words or less.
Apply for A&E, Slavin 104A — x2214.

Have a heart...
Top:John Q.
races to save
his son.
Right: Denzel
sizes up the
situation.

by Adrienne

Larsen-Silva ’02

Asst. A&E Editor____________________

A sad reality of the American health
care system is that far too many people
cannot afford it. Last year, 7,000 people
alone died while waiting for some type
of organ transplant, and about 50 million
people have no health insurance
whatsoever.
In director Nick
Cassavetes’s latest film, John Q, this
issue is addressed powerfully, despite
being buoyed by only a few stellar

John Q
Directed by Nick
Cassavetes
Providence Place, Rated PG-13

The film is about the Archibalds, a
financially hard-up family who is
struggling to make ends meet. When
John Q. Archibald’s (Denzel
Washington) son, Mike (Daniel E.
Smith), collapses at a Little League
game, the family is told that he requires
a new heart. Unfortunately, John’s HMO
will not cover the costs of such a major
surgery, so the Archibalds are forced to
come up with $75,000just to get Mike’s
name on the waiting list for a heart. After
getting no help from his insurance
company and little assistance from the
hospital, John reaches the breaking point
and takes matters into his own hands by
taking the ER of the hospital hostage
until his son’s name is added to the list.
The film includes quite a roster of
well-known actors besides Washington,
such as Anne Heche as hospital
administrator Rebecca Payne, Robert
Duvall as police negotiator Grimes,
James Woods as cardiologist Dr. Turner,
and Ray Liotta as the chief of police.
However, despite these big names, no
particularly stunning performances were
turned in. In fact, in the case of Liotta,
the acting was downright terrible, as he
was both unconvincing and flat.
Regarding the other big names, their only
purpose seemed to be to show how
heartless hospital management can be,

and how politics can influence law
enforcement decisions. One almost
wants to say that these particular actors
were recruited simply to have a few more
big names in the picture—they certainly
aren’t there to dazzle us with their skills
this time.
In contrast, the performances turned
in by Washington and his “family” were
outstanding, heartfelt, and very much
this movie’s saving grace. Washington
acted beautifully, showing his inner
conflict between not really wanting to
hurt anyone, yet desperate to do
something to save his son’s life.
Kimberly Elise was sincere in her
portrayal of Denise (John’s wife), who
despairs over her son yet is supportive
of her husband, even when he makes the
wrong decision. Daniel E. Smith has a
wonderful father/son chemistry with
Washington as well, and shows himself
to be a pretty good little actor in the
process.
While the majority of the screenplay
is believable, it starts to become a little
farfetched when the hostage situation
carries on a bit too long. Additionally,
Liotta and Duvall are given some really
trite, pointless lines, which probably did
nothing to assist their performances.
What the script does manage to drive
home, though, is the futility of our health
care system if one happens to be “just a
blue-collar worker.” The overriding
message of the film is that if you can’t
pay, or if you don’t have enough
insurance, then it doesn’t matter how
sick you are — you aren’t going to get
health care. By the time Washington
takes over the ER, the audience can’t
blame him for his actions because the
utter lack of caring of the powers that be
is so incredible.
Overall, John Q delivers a few strong
performances from the characters that
count and a story that will hold your
attention, despite a few plot stretches.
The movie is worth seeing even if only
to catch Washington’s moving
performance, which may bring a tear to
your eye more than once.
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Video killed the radio star
Britney Spears is not a bomb, not yet an
actress, in her feature debut, Crossroads.
by

Dave Quinn ’04

Asst. A&E Editor

Ahh Britney Spears: cultural icon,
unstoppable success, untalented—but
marketable: all in all, the ultimate
paradox. Britney’s multiple personalities
in relation to her many fans are, of course,
a large part of her huge success. Is she a
good little country girl or a slut? Is she
an “appropriate” role model for prepubescent teens? What about the boob
job? Then there’s her book she wrote
with her mother about familial love and
friendship, and her claims to be a virgin,
saving it for her looming marriage to
Justin. Yet she strips on stage, appears
in jungle queen costume and dances
around with a snake at the VMAs, and
participates in some licking orgy in the
video for “I’m a Slave 4 U.” With all
these mixed messages, one is confused
as to think which image is the “real”

Crossroads
Directed by Tamra Davis
Providence Place, Rated PG-13

Britney, which makes Britney the perfect
actress, because she’s already used to
playing a part. And Crossroads, directed
by Tamra Davis, knows all this about
Britney and runs with it, leaving the
audience with a jumbled view of its
characters that plays like a a Baby-Sitters
Club book.
Spears plays Lucy, the sexy but smart
valedictorian of her high school
graduating class in Georgia. Lucy is
sheltered, inexperienced, and feeling the
pressure from her divorced dad (Dan
Aykroyd) to study to become a doctor in
college. Because of her focus on
studying, Lucy has missed out on the
high school experience, and has lost
touch with two close childhood friends.
When graduation night comes, however,
Lucy remembers a pact she had with her
old friends as they put aside their
differences and dig up a time capsule they
planted as kids. In the process, they learn
they have something in common after all:
the desire to get out of Georgia. Lucy,
the all-American girl, wants to meet her
estranged mother; Kit (Zoe Saldana), the
popular fashion queen, wants to see her
fiance at UCLA; Mimi (Taryn Manning),
the trailer-park, pregnant girl, wants to
pursue a singing career. The wheels are
provided by Ben (Anson Mount), a
mysterious friend of Mimi’s with a police
record and the hots for Lucy. With some
money in their pockets and their bags
packed, the four jump in the ’73 Buick
convertible and head for California,
leaving behind their families and
reinventing their friendship.
The road to friendship bliss won’t be
an easy one. The trip is littered with
problems. There are money issues, car
issues, and of course, ego issues.
Director Tamra Davis fashions
Crossroads as a literal road map through
a half-dozen after-school specials. The
melodrama is piled on so thick it’s
difficult to identify emotionally with
these characters’ struggles. Lucy finds
her mother (Kim Cattrail), who now has
a family of her own and doesn’t want
anything to do with Lucy. We find out
Mimi’s pregnancy was caused not by her
trashy ways, but by a traumatic rape. Kit
discovers her fiance is unfaithful—not
only is he cheating on her, but he’s also
the one to blame for Mimi’s pregnancy.
Mimi then falls down a flight of stairs,
causing her to lose her baby. There are
conversations about not being fat and
being pretty, scenes involving drinking,
and one “dance-rape,” where Lucy is
groped on the dance floor by an
overanxious male. The icing on the cake,
however, is the inevitable loss of
virginity, which is a given in any road

Girl, you ’ll be a
woman soon...
Britney Spears and
friends deal with
life on the road in
Crossroads.
trip situation. Lucy, who is looking to
kick the pure image, initially decides to
give herself to her best friend and lab
partner of three years. Instead, she backs
out and chooses her road buddy Ben,
whom she’s known for all of three
weeks. Oh, but he wrote a song for her,
so he’s definitely the one!
With all these cluttered storylines,
Crossroads becomes one dangerous
intersection. The message of the movie
suffers the same problem as last year’s
Josie and the Pussycats: it completely
fails to address its massive teen
audience. Little girls look up to Britney.
They want to be just like her. It’s bad
enough that her sexy image gives little
girls weight issues and standards of
attractiveness that are all but realistic.
Now Britney feels the need to shove
images of teen pregnancy, rape, sex, and
drinking before the eyes of every 8 yearold girl out there. Parents in my
audience had looks of shock and disgust
as Britney stripped down to her
underwear. They didn’t expect to be
covering their child’s eyes in a comingof-age story about friendship. This isn’t
American Pie.
Crossroads does nothing to boost
what little-valued acting talent Spears
has. Not one performance is the least
bit convincing. Spears tries really hard,
but her acting ability seems false and
forced. She’s not a bomb, but she’s not
yet an actress. Zoe Saldana and Taryn
Manning are bland as Spears’s road
mates, spending most of the movie
bickering and fighting, then crying and
acting like best friends. The three are
supposed to hate each other, yet they fall
back into friendship in a matter of
minutes. Anson Mount is nothing more
than a pretty face and does zilch to bring
substance to his character. He might as
well spend the whole movie without his
shirt on, because that’s what he’s there
for. Moreover, his relationship with
Spears is unbelievable. In the worst part
of the film, Ben asks Lucy to read a
poem from her journal, which turns out
to be nothing more than the lame lyrics
to Britney’s “I'm Not a Girl, Not Yet a
Woman.” Ben is so smitten by this that
he writes music to accompany it, and
next thing we know, that terribly catchy
song is written. Now we know who to
blame...
The movie is nothing more than a
shameless promotion of Spears’s music

and image. It doesn’t take long for us to
see the Britney we’re used to, dancing
around her room in skimpy pajamas,
stripping down to her bra and panties,
and drying off from a shower in their
seedy roadside motel room. No
opportunity to linger on her body is
passed by throughout the rest of the film,
as the shy Lucy we’re supposed to relate
to wears skimpy clothing that screams
“sex.”
In terms of the music,
screenwriter Shonda Rhimes discovers
101 ways to have Britney sing and/or lip
sync on screen (from Madonna, to Sheryl
Crow, to Shania Twain, to N’SYNC).
Each “performance” has the power of a
seasoned pop star, not the intimidated
Lucy Spears is supposed to be
portraying. Her karaoke performance of
Joan Jett’s “I Love Rock and Roll” has
her poll dancing and shaking her chest.
It’s nothing Lucy would ever do. Oh,
and you can’t forget the subtle Pepsi
placements all over the film. I was
waiting for Bob Dole to pop up and say
“easy boy” any second.
Every event is so well-choreographed
that the outcome of each storyline can
be predicted well before it unfolds on
screen. Because the movie was
fashioned around Britney especially for
the screen, you could see how cheesy and
corny it would be. Tamra Davis (wife
of Beastie Boy Mike D. and director of
hits like Half Baked and Billy Madison),
does a good job with the direction, but
does it matter in the end? Hopefully she
was paid a huge sum of money. In the
end, Crossroads delivers one true
message: when you find yourself asking,
“Is this it in life?” just remember—
around the comer you can find a road
trip that will test the limits of your
friendships as well as a homy individual
with whom you will have sex. Ah, spring
break.

GRADE: D-
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Taste
of the Town
With Alexandra Silveira ’02

10 Prime Steak and Sushi
55 Pine Street
453-2333

Run-DMC starred in the hip-hop classic Krushgroove.
Dave Mayo ’02
A&E Staff
by

What exactly is a hip-hop movie?
Well, my criteria is as follows: First,
there needs to be a hip-hop star actually
acting in the movie (cameo appearances
don't count). Second, there needs to be
some sort of performance, whether it be
rapping or dancing in the movie. Finally,
the movie has to be about the music, not
about some rapper portraying a gang
member.

Krushgroove - This was the original
hip-hop movie, filled with rap stars such
as Run-DMC, Fat Boys, Chaka Khan,
MC Lyte, the Beastie Boys, and the
godfather of hip-hop, Russell Simmons.
Rappers finally became actors, and the
music became the focus of the story.
Krushgroove showed everyone that the
music industry isn’t all lights and glory;
it tells the tale of what it takes to make it
big, both as the musician and as the
manager. With a number of rap
performances by all of the stars in the
movie, it turns out to be a great story and
a chance for you to move in your theater
seat — not to mention a chance to bring
the culture (music, clothes, dance moves,
etc.) to the public.
House Party - With the youthful
antics of Kid N’ Play, this movie was the
model for all hip-hop parties: with the
parents away, the kids would play. With
the DJ (Martin Lawrence) in one comer,
and the living room turned into a
makeshift dance floor, the stage was set
for MC battles and dance move upstages.
Who can forget “kid spelled backwards
describes you best,” or the step that Kid
N’ Play broke out of nowhere to show
up the girls. The House Party series gave
the public the chance to see what hip
hop meant to the teenage nation.
Electric Bugaloo I Breaking - Not
many people may have heard of this two
part series, but to me, it was my first taste
of the breakdancing world—one of the
forgotten aspects of the hip-hop culture.
With street dancers O-Zone, Turbo, and
dropout jazz dancer Special K making

moves and rocking outfits fit for the 80’s,
the dancing is enough to keep you
entertained and mesmerized —
especially since the storyline of saving
a rec center and making it to the stage
doesn’t carry much weight.
Juice - Some might say that I am
contradicting myself by picking Juice.
Yeah, Tupac was in the movie and he
didn’t perform, but a major part of the
movie dealt with the music and not who
had the “juice.” Watching Q (Omar
Epps) do battle across the dance floor
on the wheels of steel and eventually
winning the DJ competition showed
many people an unknown aspect of the
music industry. It was the first time that
people outside of the hip-hop culture got
to watch DJ’s strut their talents outside
of a party, which meant in order to win
you had to get the crowd on your side.
Why is this list so short? While hip
hop used to be an underground culture,
it has now become mainstream. These
hip-hop movies were once used to let
people know what made the culture so
intriguing. As the years went by, the hip
hop culture moved to the front; people
began learning more about it and the
rappers were being seen more by the
public eye. They moved from just being
performers to becoming the main stars
in the movie. No one really goes to the
movie to see Ice Cube’s acting skills.
There are few out there that can actually
hold their own on the silver screen.
While LL Cool J has reigned on the mic
for years, he has also proven his worth
by receiving rave reviews for his costar
roles. It has gotten to the point where
rappers such as Method Man and
Redman are the featured stars in the
films. Just last week I reviewed the State
Property soundtrack, where Roc-AJella
Records has created its own movie
production section of the company. Does
this help to benefit the culture? I do miss
the old school hip-hop movies, but the
hip-hop culture has grown over the years,
and by having rappers star in films it just
goes to show that it’s becoming larger
than life.

Monday, 7:00 pm: a large clientele
confirms the status of 10 Prime Steak
and Sushi as one of the newer dining hot
spots in Providence. Owned by John
Elkhay and Rick and Cheryl Bready of
XO fame, the restaurant is innovative,
with an eclectic combination of food and
the offer of a very different sort of dining
experience.
Located in downcity Providence
(familiar as the location of Chad’s and
the Keg Room), 10 Prime is marked by
a beautifully designed neon sign in the
window of a plain brick building. Inside,
the decor is startlingly vibrant, with a
dominant tone of strong blues accented
by hanging lights, an almost eerily lit bar,
and other vivid reds, yellows, and greens.
Light Latin music plays in the
background, adding to a somewhat
sensual effect created by all the stunning
sensory elements. Amazingly, all the
bright pieces, from individually
decorated table lamps to hanging plaster
casts of the body, along with a large
round banquette, all combine smoothly
in a very appealing way. Adding to the
restaurant’s overall attractiveness is a set
of very attentive and helpful staff
members that contribute to the
experience.
The menu offers a similarly stunning
sensory appeal, from its many sushi and
steak selections to its extensive wine list
(that is exactly half a menu long).
However, quality comes with a price, in
this case anywhere from $80-$ 100 for
two. A better option for the college
budget is the luncheon menu, where two
can eat for $25-$30 from some of the
same dinner selections.
To begin an excellent choice is “A
Party of Many Skewers,” which includes
ginger beef, peanut lime chicken, and
coconut shrimp with a selection of
dipping choices. Served over a small fire
in a dish that looks like something out
of the Flintstones, each of the skewers
holds a unique and powerfully flavorful

character. Especially good is the coconut
shrimp — jumbo shrimp wrapped in a
crunchy coconut batter that is made even
better by the tropically reminiscent
mango chutney.
Excellency continues in the vast
selection of quality-aged steaks (the
aging process makes the steaks both
more llavorful and tender). The filet
mignon wrapped in bacon is perfectly
done with a bit of charring on the outside
and pinkness on the inside. A personal
favorite is the “Wicked Steak,” an item
that the menu dares people to try. The
steaks are a flavorful cut, hotly seasoned
with a mixture of various spices. Each
of 10 Prime’s steaks comes with an
option of four sauces; burnaise,
mushroom wine, mojito, and house
ketchup, although many meat lovers
prefer the unadulterated form.
With especially large entrees comes
the option of especially large sides, like
the “Death by Butter Potatoes” —
mashed potatoes drenched in butter and
sprinkled with chives. Enough to feed
four, the mashed potatoes are very good,
although the additional butter does not
impart a dramatic taste improval.
However, only die-hard white cheddar
lovers should get the tater tots. Filled
with the sharp cheddar, the taste is
overpoweringly bad.
To finish off the whole experience is
a 3-D dessert spectacular, where the
menu comes with a set of 3-D glasses.
While everything looks good in 3-D, the
creme brulee looks to be especially good,
and it is. The caramelized crust is
covered with fresh fruit including
raspberries, star fruit, and blackberries.
The custard itself has the perfect
gelatinous texture, and a smooth and
subtle taste.
With great food, atmosphere, and
staff, 10 Prime is a place to experience
some of Providence’s best upscale
dining.

GRADE: A
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Never the Sinner
The Leopold and Loeb Story

By John Logan

Friday & Saturday, February 22-23 at 8 PM
L--- .

Sunday, February 24 at 2PM

♦♦♦♦♦

Directed by
Professor Mary G. Farrell
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19 Things to do off campus • • •
Fine Arts
• You are I and 1 am You photography by Jo Yarrington
(1/24-3/6), Photography Gallery,
Fine Arts Center Galleries, URI
(call for times)
• Imprints, Punctures, and Other
Pointed Maneuverings (1/28-3/
8), Main Gallery, Fine Arts
Center Galleries, URI (call for
times)

Music
Flickerstick (2/22), Lupo’s, 9
PM
The Dictators (2/22), The Met
Cafe, 9 PM
The Baldhead Slick & Da Click
Tour starring Guru (2/23),
Lupo’s, 9 PM
Open Mike: Acoustic and
Electric (2/25), The Call (call
for times)
Ani Difranco (4/20), Lupo’s
(tickets on sale now)
BB King (4/26), Lupo’s (tickets
on sale now)

Theatre
• Ubu Roi (through 2/24), Leeds
Auditorium, Brown University
(call for times)
• Legend of the Black Dove (2/212/24), Rites and Reasons
Theatre, Brown University (call
for times)
Dead Man Talking (2/25),
Sandra Feinstein-Gamm
Theatre, 7 PM
True West (2/7-3/9), Sandra
Feinstein-Gamm Theatre (call
for times)
Mamma Mia! (2/26-3/10),
PPAC, tickets on sale now

The French Revolution: Part
Deux (2/16-3/17), Perishable
Theatre (call for times)
Thunder Knocking on the Door
(2/15-3/24), Trinity Repertory
Theatre (call for times)

Etc
Free-for-all-Saturday: Music of
Many Voices (2/23), RISD
Museum of Art, 11 AM-4 PM
Murder on Us Dinner Theatre
presents “Survivor: The
Mystery” (through 2/23), The
Barnsider (call for times)
Cityside Skatepark Providence,
Dunkin’ Donuts Center (call for
schedule)
Improv Jones, Perishable
Theatre, every Thursday and
Saturday at 10 PM

Addresses and Phone Numbers
Barnsider, 375 South Main
Street, 245-5850
Call, 15 Elbow Street, 751-2255
Dunkin’ Donuts Center, 2735000
Leeds Auditorium, 863-2838
Lupo’s, 239 Westminster Street,
272-5876
Perishable Theatre, 331-2695
PPAC, 421-2787
RISD Museum of Art, 454-6500
Rites and Reasons Theatre,
Brown University, 155 Angell
Street, 863-3558
Sandra Feinstein-Gamm Theatre,
31 Elbow Street, 831-2919
Trinity Rep. Company, 351-4242
URI Fine Arts Center, 874-2775

omplied by Adrienne
Larsen-Silva ’02
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Check it out

What’s new at Phillips Memorial
Library

Olympics 2002
The Olympics at the millen
nium: power, politics, and the
games I
edited by Kay Schaffer and
Sidonie Smith

The Olympic games: a social
science perspective I
Kristine Toohey and A.J. Veal

Ethics in sport I
[edited by] William J. Morgan,
Klaus V. Meier, Angela Schneider

The making of high-perfor
mance athletes: discipline, di
versity,
and ethics / Debra Shogan

American sportswriters and
writers on sport I
edited by Richard Orodenker

International encyclopedia of
women and sports I
edited by Karen Christensen,
Allen Guttmann, Gertrud Pfister

For more information, contact
Leslie Lanzieri, ext. 1994,
llanzier@providence.edu or
Ann Sullivan, ext. 1908,
asullivan@providence.edu
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For all the years, in memory of you, now, we softly cry,
And all the tears, in memory of you, may you softly dry.
Rest sweet your soul, John, you will beforever loved and forever missed.
-Joan Barker,
Portfolio Editor

Portfolio

February 21, 2001

■:

A rescue
doy! I’M
saved.'

X
>
J.
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Sweet.' The
key’s here.

Helf! I’m

•/stuck in an
avalanche.'

10.18.01

I
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Snakes, Lizards, and
Crickets, Oh My!
by Jessica Albetski

’04

Portfolio Staff

Fact: Snakes, lizards, and other
reptiles do not make good household
pets. Unfortunately, my friend and I, on
the hunt to buy a turtle, ended up in a
store that sells such nasty creatures. God
forbid the door one day falls down and
there’s a massive attack on the city by
snakes and crickets. Needless to say, my
experience at this store was nothing
short of a nightmare.
I should have known from the
moment that I looked at the building it
would be a disaster zone inside. From
the outside, it looked like a red-coated
wooden box, with a single door, and no
windows. It could have been an
abandoned building for all I knew, but
approaching the door, the only
distinction that I wasn’t entering Hell
was a flimsy sign that labeled the place.
Walking in, I first observed the
dankness of the room, with its dim lights.
The floor crunched under my boots as I
walked through, stepping on sawdust,
crickets, and other reptile remains. On
my left, there was an eight foot long, or
thereabouts, snake, rearing its head at
me, as if he were a butler, and had to
greet each customer. As I walked further,
I gasped at the lizards caged up, jumping
and bouncing off the glass.
Only when standing by the counter
could I totally take in my surroundings.
Looking around, I felt incredibly
uncomfortable. I scanned the walls, that
were not only peeling, but also turning
brown, and I noticed several lizards
clinging to the ceiling. At that point, I
panicked and gripped my friend’s arm,

squealing that I was too much of a girl
to be in this kind of a store.
However, the worst was yet to come.
My ears tuned in to a buzzing sound,
and searching for the source, I finally
noticed the boxes of live crickets piled
in the comer. Now I was on my guard
for falling lizards and crickets crawling
on me, all for the sake of a buying a turtle
(not even for myself!). I can handle
turtles. They’re slow, somewhat cute,
don’t make noises, and seem like content
animals. However, these other creatures
I can’t endure, especially in such a
closed location.
To make matters worse, the
employees weren’t even helpful. We
were waiting a good five minutes at the
counter, before any of them glanced in
our direction. It wasn’t much of a work
environment. No natural sunlight,
cleaning dozens of reptile cages,
handling the monsters. I guess you really
have to love reptiles to be in the
business. At one point, when we were
finally being helped. I looked over my
shoulder and saw an iguana, perched on
a few buckets. I froze into a statue, tried
not to move or breathe and prayed for
the moment I could go back outside.
We grabbed the turtle as quickly as
we could, and ran. Walking toward the
door, I heard the scuttle of reptile feet,
watched the crickets move around in
circles. I closed my eyes, took a deep
breath, and held my hand over my mouth
in fear that my stomach couldn’t handle
anymore. I felt the snake staring at me
as I passed through the portal. Escaping
into the light, and inhaling fresh air, I
definitely vowed never to set foot in that
store again.
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The Adventure of
the Vanished
Countryman
When we left you last week Ivy
Marlin had juast burst into Sherlock
Holmes' to report the dissappearance
of her husband. Now she continues to
explain the nature of their secret
marriage..
“I was naturally astonished at
this and I begged him to explain but he
refused and just went on about how I
had to trust him and what a coward he
had been in the past but wouldn’t be a
coward any more. I didn’t know what
he meant by these self-reproaches and
could hardly imagine what disaster it
was that had struck him and that was
carrying me away from my homeland.
Well, we packed up our things and as
soon as it could be arranged we were
on a steamer called The Crown Jewel
bound for England. We went first class,
no less. How he paid for it I don’t know
for earlier I had suggested he buy him
self a warmer coat and he had told me
how tight money was just then.”
“Was that conversation previ
ous to the reception of the package?”
“Why, now you say it, I believe
it was.”
“Pray proceed.”
“Well it was on the ship that I
was to start his plan of using my maiden
name and not wearing my ring for the
purpose of pretending I was Milo’s
cousin. ‘It’s just to keep you safe’ he said
and promised he would explain as soon
as he could do so. It was only yesterday
we arrived here in London and checked
into the Glomer Hotel. We had adjoin
ing rooms with a door communicating
between them, on the second floor, what
Milo called the first floor. He paid for

two days stay, in advance. He didn’t use
his right name in the hotel register as he
had on the boat. He called himself
Nathan Willis while I was Ivy Marlin as
before.
“Milo had been getting more and
more nervous as time passed on the voy
age but this morning he seemed to have
rallied into somewhat better spirits. We
went down to breakfast at half past eight
and went back upstairs nearly an hour
later. I found the maid had made up my
room and on my pillow was a typed piece
of paper. It said that the flower shop at
the end of that same street was opening
for the first time today and the first few
who should come would get a nosegay
for free. I assumed the hotel had left it to
advertise its neighbor.”
“The letter was typed you said. Was
it upon the hotel paper?”
“No.”
“Signed?”
“No, the brief message was all. I
thought flowers would be just the thing
for the rooms so I went to tell Milo where
I was going. He told me I might go but
to come straight back. I saw on his bed a
white box, like a dress box, tied with two
ribbons and a puffy bow. He teased me
when I asked about it saying it was my
birthday present so I would have to be
patient until tomorrow. ‘It is not every
day one becomes nineteen,’ he said. I
went out through my room and made
sure I locked the door behind me. But
when I got to the shop they knew noth
ing of what the message said. They had
been in business many years and were
- Adventure page 22 -

Miracle Doctor
The Power to Dream
Tracy Kennedy’02
Portfolio Staff

Lizzie is ten years old. Like any ten
year-old girl, Lizzie has big dreams. She
wants to be a doctor and she wants
perform on the stage. Every day it is
something different, but she never stops
believing that she can make it, that she
is bound for greatness.
But unlike most ten year-old girls,
Lizzie is sick. Just months ago, Lizzie,
her parents, and her doctor discovered
that she had leukemia.
At first, Lizzie was angry with
everyone from her mother to her doctor
to her classmates and her teacher. It was
everyone else’s fault that she was sick
and couldn’t be in school all the time
anymore. They were the lucky ones who
weren’t sick, who were able to go on
with their daily lives, while she sat in
the hospital.
Lizzie was angry and it could be
argued that she had a right to be. She
was only ten years old and she had so
much to deal with at her age. Not only
was she faced with her own mortality so
young, but also it was something she
didn’t quite understand. She was scared
and she was sad.
Then there was the day that turned
her around in so many ways. It was a
crisp, cool April morning and Lizzie was
awoken for her appointment with her
new oncologist, Dr. Rainier. Lizzie
didn’t really feel in the mood for another
doctor or for someone else to be
rerunning all kinds of tests and working
on her again. The last two doctors had
been pretty rough with her, treating her
like she was only the embodiment of the
disease, rather than a person.
When Dr. Rainier entered, Lizzie was

taken aback by how young he was.
Seemingly right out of medical school,
Lizzie felt a little more at ease than she
had felt before.
Watching the brand new doctor enter
the room, Lizzie could not possibly have
fathomed how anxious he was. Dr. Jack
Rainier, was actually straight out of
medical school. Finishing school just a
month earlier, Lizzie was one of his first
patients.
And the other patients... There was
Mrs. Iandoli who spoke a hybrid dialect
of Italian and American, with a little
Brooklyn thrown in so he could hardly
understand what was wrong with her
when she wasn’t swearing at him. But
that was no worse than Jonathan, the
moody (for illness-related reasons)
teenager who never said anything. Jack
had to pry information out of him so that
he sometimes wondered if Jonathan
really wanted to get well.
As Jack entered Lizzie’s room, her
uneasy, but sweet smile moved him. She
seemed to relax a little with him, which
was something that never happened with

any of his patients. They always seemed
to equate his youth and inexperience
with an inability to do his job.
Lizzie, on the other hand seemed to
see right through that. They began to
talk and Lizzie started to share with Jack
all her dreams, big and small. She told
him how she had never seen a falling
star and how she had never been to
Africa. It was truly amazing. She talked
and talked, long after her new doctor had
finished his initial examination. He sat
and he listened.
All of a sudden, Lizzie grew sad.
Tears welled in her eyes, as she
whispered, “But I’ll never get to do any
of those things. I’m never going to grow
up. I’m always going to be sick and I
hate that.”
“Who said that? Who told you
couldn’t be anything that you want to
be? You can beat this, Lizzie, and I’m
going to help you,” replied Jack.
“You will?”
“Yes, and Lizzie, we’ll do it together.
I believe that you can do anything you
put your mind to. I didn’t have the
money at first to go to school, so I had
to work odd jobs all through school.
Where I grew up, not many kids even
finish high school. But someone once
told me that if you believe it, you can
do anything. And here I am.”
In the next months, Lizzie’s health
improved beyond anything anyone ever
imagined. Each day, she was brighter
and more alive than she had been for all
those months from when she was first
hospitalized.
How did Lizzie get better? Maybe it
was the miracle of modem medicine or
maybe it was because she began to
dream again.
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On Soul Searcher
Either
Side
by

Maria Monaco ’02
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by

Matt Daly ’02

Portfolio Staff

Late night driving on the Jersey
Turnpike
Squinting at signs and medians
To find an exit off this road.
It’s getting dark, so I slow down,
And pull over to the shoulder.
My headlights are off,
And moving towards me I see
White lights speeding past.
Now and then, the cars on my side
Follow a red lit path until they
disappear from view.
Back in the car I drive slowly
searching for a turnaround,
But a sign stops me from changing
sides.
I put the pedal to the floor,
And turn my back on heaven.

As I travel through the sad streets I
look for you though I don’t know who
you are or what you look like. I may
have felt you in the notes of a blowing
jazz horn, wailing with a mournful,
sweet and soul rushing frenzy, but you
escaped me. I trembled in the
resonance of each note you threw in
my direction, and caught them up in
my heartstrings.
I was never one for running after
and begging. I never saw the need to
rush through, making life just a
passing vision of images, so I wait
patiently for the moment when you’ll
pass through here again with a tom bag
and a brain filled with puzzle piece
memories and fireside talks. I’m ready
for the stories that you’ll tell of mind
warped times you passed by.
Yesterday I imagined you strolling
with nothing but your own life as your
possession down a long, straight road
with no one in sight. You were waiting
for a ride it seemed, for someone to
pick you up and tell you the way to
tomorrow. I wanted to reach out to
you and lead you, like a child led by
the hand, through those dusty streets,
but you were on your own, stubborn as
usual. I still couldn’t capture your face
or put your movement into words.
There was nothing I could do.
Even in my dreams you alluded me.
That’s when I knew that I would never
find you, and we would never meet
and this would be our only contact. It
is a fantasy connection in the

dreamland of my mind. You were my
soul, but I let you go so that you could
meet up with your destiny. I would
pass those streets with you in spirit.
You and I will wander through those
lonely streets with flashing lights and
eye-calling signs, streets that seem to
come alive with a single heartbeat of
color and sound. A thumping pulse.
There is no purpose but the one that
you create for yourself. This is what
kept me searching, looking for a
connection. I could see what was in
front of me. I could see heartless
action, and spiritless life. I could see
faith lost in a web of now purposeless
motion. I could feel adults crying
from the inside out, and children
letting their tears flow for their parents
and themselves. I walked through the
rain ‘till my shirt was soaked to the
last thread and the weight of it hung
down on my shoulders and I could feel
the shirt on my back and the rain on
my face and I knew who I was and
where I was. Were you there with me?
You walk tall, with a quirky
confidence I could never understand.
You had your own memories and
thoughts and were a mystery to me,
just like everything else. A glimmer
caught my eye and I was stumped into
awareness and I wanted only to know
who you were and where you had been
and why you walked so confident with
that glimmer in your eye. But I woke
up to faded memories of who I once
was and who you once were. I’m left
to search for other pathways, new
sounds, new colors and another spirit
to connect with. We’re always
together. We’re forever apart.
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Divine
Office
by

Sara Schepis ’04
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O Lord, open my lips...
Here the day begins.
The voices like incense offering
The voices rise and fall, the cadent
voices
Repeating music worship New words you have sung a thousand
times,
New because the praise of God is
endless.

“In the tender compassion of our God,
The dawn from on high shall break
upon us ”
It begins just as the sun is over the
hills of Providence
The high windows glow gold
As the light rises to meet them,
Bright because the light of God is
boundless
Peace, Praise, Light rising
And when you walk forth into the
crystal cold
Of the winter day you bear that song
with you
(There are sparrows in the leafless
hedges, overwatched)
“The day hemmed in prayer seldom
unravels”
Come to that place of echoing praises
And you will depart remembering
Praise That quiet glory.
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Last Night
by

Leslie Heller ’02

Portfolio Staff

Back
in the
day

Last night, I stepped into the darkness.
The crisp air pierced my skin,
Yet warmth filled me.
My cheeks lit up
And my fingers began to swell.
Last night, I looked past myself.
I felt alone,
Yet knew I was not.
I searched the shadows
And the breeze rustled my hair.

Last night, I looked past the houses.
The skyline lit up,
Against a blue seen only in winter.
Fresh air filled my lungs
And I stood still.
Last night, I looked up at a winter sky,
Streaked with the colors of a summer
night,
They lasted only minutes.
Fading slowly,
I walked on.

The Adventures of a Vanished Countryman
by

Kaitlin Fleet ’03

Portfolio Staff

Life wasn’t always this complicated.
In a violent fit of nostalgia, I have de
cided to revisit the days of old and tem
porarily transport you, the reader, back
in time to the days when life was sweet
and simple. (And the fog descends....)
- Back then, New Kids on the Block
ruled. You may have even attempted to
convince your dad that they were going
to be as big as The Beatles.
- Back then, dandelions weren’t weeds.
Instead, they were the primary compo
nent of every bouquet you picked for
your mother.
- Back then, playing doctor was good,
clean fun.
- Back then, TGIF was the highlight of
your week. What better way to end the
week then by watching Dinosaurs, Fam
ily Matters, Step By Step, and Perfect
Strangers?
- Back then, Skip-It, the Pogo Ball and
the Easy Bake Oven were the essentials
for a satisfying life.
- Back then, Thundercats ruled the earth.
Enough said.
- Back then, all diaries were pink and
they all came with two keys. Those two
keys also unlocked every other diary on
the face of the planet.
- Back then, Four Squares, Red Rover,
Red Light Green Light, and Mother May
I were the best recess games ever in
vented.
- Back then, the school cafeteria served
quality pizza every Friday, along with
cartons of chocolate milk.
- Back then, the cool mode of transpor
tation was the back of the bus. Only the
biggest, oldest and coolest kids got to
occupy those special thrones.
- Back then, decorating “your place”
consisted of gathering sticks and build
ing a fort with a leaf-camouflaged se
cret door. Now, decorating your place
means emptying your bank account
while spending thirty bucks on a
lampshade at a trendy, overpriced store
on Thayer Street.
- Back then, Trapper Keepers conve
niently and stylishly organized your life.
- Back then, Lisa Frank was “so cool.”
Now, only education majors think she is
“socool.” (I’m giving my roommate full
credit for that one. Please contact me

for hate mail information).
- Back then, MASH decided where you
were going to live, who you were go
ing to marry, how many kids you were
going to have and where you would
conceive them. Oh yes, and it also told
you what car you were going to have
when you grew up. The game failed to
mention that I would be 21 and still not
have a car of my own to drive.
- Back then, if MASH didn’t yield posi
tive results for your potential marriage
partner, you could always rely on soda
tabs to predict the hunk of your des
tiny.
- Back then, green screen Gameboys
were the very latest in technological ad
vancement.
- Back then, snap bracelets and mood
rings were the ultimate accessories to
complete your “look.” They went es
pecially well with your fashion tee shirt
ring, stirrup pants and slouch socks.
- Back then, colorful spandex pants and
shorts were not a fashion faux pas. (Nei
ther were hightops).
- Back then, slush puppies came in a
variety of colors and flavors, all of
which (we now realize) tasted exactly
the same (like sugared water).
- Back then, your biggest school project
was making a diorama of the solar sys
tem. Now, education majors are still
trying to figure them out.. .just kidding.
- Back then, if you weren’t busy watch
ing Saturday morning cartoons, you
were busy broadcasting your own ra
dio or television shows.
- Back then, you got valentines from
everybody in your class.
- Back then, the tooth-fairy visited
whenever you lost a tooth and paid you
for it, making it the most exciting and
lucrative event of your life. Now, when
you lose a tooth, you pay to have it put
back in.
- Back then, allowances were the bomb
dig. Now, they still are.
Thank you all for taking this brief
trip down memory lane with me
through yet another cliche 80’s- in
spired reminder of our former life. To
continue on this trend, I highly recom
mend the following website:
www.yesterdayland. com.
If you visit it, then you too are quali
fied to write for The Cowl (not that I
want the competition or the compari
son).

- Continued from page 20 angry that someone was playing jokes
like that trying to drive away custom
ers.”
“Did you retain the letter?”
“No, I’m afraid when I showed
it to the woman there she tore it up.” I
could tell Holmes was annoyed at the
probable loss of an important clue but
he said nothing and our visitor contin
ued.
“I suddenly felt a cold fear I
could not explain and I knew something
had happened to Milo. I hurried back and
found my door closed but unlocked. I
rushed through my room into Milo’s and
he was not there. Of course he might
have only left for a moment but I soon
saw it was not true though I dearly
wished it were. I noticed first that the
dress box was still there but that it had
been untied. It was the thought of what I
saw next that made me faint just now.”
She paused to collect her composure.
“It was the letter opener from
the desk. It was lying in the comer and
when I looked at it more closely I saw it
had blood on it. I have never been so
shaken but I knew that Milo would have
wanted me to keep my head. I searched
all around the room for I know not what.
His safe box was missing and in the
wardrobe I found hanging only one thing
- my husband’s coat, the very one he had
been wearing when I left. It, too, had
marks of blood on the front and a stained
gash on the right sleeve. I hardly know
what I did after that. I ran out into the
halls and asked the first maid I saw if
she had seen a man as I described Milo.
She said she had, five minutes past. He
had run by without a coat and another
man was at his heels chasing him ‘as if a
foot race’ she put it. All she could tell
me of the other man was that he was tall,
dark haired, ahd wore a red scarf. They
had run out the side door. I knew I needed
to find someone to help me at once.”
“Did you alert the hotel staff or
call for police?”
“No. I was afraid to before I
knew what trouble he was in.”
“How is it that you know of me
to come here?”
“Well, Milo used to tell the
most wonderful stories about England
and one that he most particularly liked
to tell was of a case you solved when
nobody else could. So I thought of you

right away. I went down to the desk at
the hotel and inquired as to your address
as if I were merely curious to know. I
had found two one-pound notes in the
inner pocket of my husband’s coat or else
I should not have even had fare to come
here. You see how you are the only hope
I have left. And yet I would not presume
upon your charity. Until the time I can
repay you properly please accept this.”
As she spoke she drew from
around her neck a golden crucifix and
held it out timidly.
“It is a strange payment, I
know, but the only one that is mine to
offer you.” There was a short silence
before Holmes replied,
“It is good of you to offer me
something that you evidently value so
highly but it is unnecessary. The doctor
here will tell you that I firmly believe a
good case is its own reward, besides be
ing good for my health. Now, I have only
a few questions. How much time elapsed
between the moment you left your room
and your return to it?”
“Around fifteen minutes, I
would say. I wish I could tell you more
exactly but I can only be sure it was more
than five minutes and less than twenty.”
“You are certain you locked
your door. Was the outer door to his room
also locked?”
“Yes. I saw him lock it and it
was still locked when I came back from
the flower shop.”
“You are sure the safe box is
the only thing missing? Nothing else in
either of your rooms was disturbed or
taken?”
“Nothing else appeared to be
missing. I did not search my own room
thoroughly, I was so worried about
Milo.” Then, as one who remembers
something, “Oh, I found this on the
desk.”
She held out a plain white envelope, jaggedly cut open and bearing only the word
MILO. Holmes took it and examined it
closely.
“Obvious false hand, pasted
closed, no appreciable finger smudges.
You found this empty, with no sign of
what had been enclosed?”
“Yes, that’s all there was.”
“Thank you, Mrs. Eastly. I
think we cannot do better than to return
to the scene. Just get your hat, Watson.”
Catch part three ofthe mystery next week
and see what trouble Iva’s husband has
been up to!
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Hearing that you have breast cancer is so traumatic that, for a while, you simply can't process

anything else. But once your new reality sets in, you're going to have questions. Give us a cal! at 800-ACS-2345
any time, day or night, and we'll help you find the answers. We'll also put you in touch with
a Reach to Recovery* volunteer—a breast cancer survivor who will share her experience with you
to help you cope and make decisions. By gathering all the information and hearing a true story
of survival, you will start to see yourself on the other side of this battle. We'd like to help.
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Clubs & Organizations

The African American Society Presents...

Black Expo
2002

®0<> PRKfvrs

• ••

Julie
New Orleans

o-7 pm Social Hour 7-9 pm Expo
$10 includes dinner, perfomers&vendors

3

Miami .
Call x3690 for more info!!

Special Guest BET’s
Comic View Comedian

Michael
Blackson

MARCH 19
8 PM ‘64 HALL
ONLY $1

FINAL
>

i.

Cap & Gown

Step 1 Presents...

Measurements
Wednesday,
February 27th
Slavin Soft Lounge

1:00 pm - 6:00 pm

***Your senior packet, which will be
available soon, will not be released to
you until you have been measured.
***You must also fill out a parent address card if
you have not already done so. It will not be pos
sible to mail your parents' commencement invita
tion and tickets until you have filled it out.

coming soon...

VAGINA
MONOLOGUES

ab0UtDrinking
True or False?
Alcohol is toxic to the human body.
True There is a limit to how much alcohol the
human body can tolerate. When you drink too much
your blood alcohol level can rise to a dangerously
high point.

True or False?
Taking a nap helps you sober up.

False

Sleeping does not increase the rate at
which your body can process the alcohol in your
system. It will still be metabolized at 0.5 oz per hour
even while you snooze, so you can wake up and still
be drunk.

True or False?

look out for more info!
SPONSORED BY THE

POLITICAL SCIENCE
DEPARTMENT &

WOMEN WILL

Getting drunk will help you to
perform better sexually.

False

Consumption of alcohol may loosen up
your sexual inhibitions, but drinking can cause
impotence in men and decreased vaginal and clitoral
sensation in women.
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What PC pastime do you wish
was an Olympic sport?

“Kitchen curling... ’cause if there were guys with
brooms, I’d want them sweeping my floor.”
Megan Gaffney ’03

“Co-ed naked beer pong.”
Steve Derby ’05
Paul Giblin ’05

“Shuttle Driving.”
Frank

“Ultimate Snood.”
Megan Krol ’04
Todd Sorensen ’04

“Avoiding the Ray workers’ dangerous
silverware cart driving.”
Sara Rodenas ’05
Nicole Coumoyer ’05
Angela Conant ’05

“Whacking Nancy Kerrigan with pool sticks. Damn,
she’s not in the Olympics anymore! Why us?”
Lish Cappellucci ’02 Courtney Wyman ’02
Noelle Donnelly ’02 Elaine Guasconi ’02

Uncle Jesse and Rebecca
Speed smoking.

SPORTS
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The PC Scoreboard
Athletes of the Week
Roisin McGettigan
(Junior - Wicklow, Ireland)
Mcgettigan turned in a first-place finish in the mile run at the
Big East Conference Indoor Track Championships, to eam
All-Big East honors. McGettigan finished the event in a time
of 4:57.05, and qualified for the ECAC Championships.

Men ’s Basketball
Overall Standings
BIG EAST “East” Division

Team
UConn
Miami
St. John’s
B.C.
Providence
Villanova
Virginia Tech

W
10
8
8
6
6
5
2

L
3
5
6
7
7
8
11

Devin Rask

Pct.
.769
.615
.571
.462
.462
.358
.154

(Junior - Parkside, Saskatchewan)
Rask recorded his first hat trick of the season, scoring all three
of the Friars’ goals in a 3-3 overtime tie with No. 10 Maine on
Saturday, Feb. 16. The hat trick was the second of Rask’s
career, with his only other three-goal game also coming
against Maine last season on Nov. 3,2000.

BIG EAST “West” Division

Team
Pittsburgh
Syracuse
Notre Dame
Rutgers
Georgetown
Seton Hall
West Virginia

W
10
8
7
7
6
5
1

L
3
4
5
5
7
7
11

Rush Zimmerman

Pct.
.769
.667
.583
.583
.462
.417
.083

(Freshman - Grosse Pointe, Mich.)
Zimmerman helped the PC Women’s Hockey team to a pair of
victories over the University of Connecticut. She scored two
goals, including the game winner, to lead the Friars to a 4-2 win
over UConn on Saturday, Feb. 16. She also scored one goal and
one assist in PC’s 3-1 win over the Huskies on Sunday, Feb. 17.

This Week’s Schedule

Women ’s Basketball
Overall Standings

Sat

Fri

Team

Sun

Mon

Wed

Tues

Thurs

BIG EAST Conference
Team
UConn
Notre Dame
BC
Villanova
Virginia Tech
Miami
Syracuse
West Virginia
Providence
Seton Hall
Rutgers
Georgetown
Pittsburgh
St. John’s

W L
13 0
12 2
10 3
4
9
5
8
5
8
6
7
6
6
8
5
5
9
9
5
4
9
2 12
0 14

Pct.
1.000
.857
.769
.692
.615
.615
.538
.429
.385
.357
.357
.308
.143
.000

Indoor
Track
Men’s
Hockey

@ Boston U.
7:00 PM

Women’s
Hockey

vs. UNH
7:00 PM

vs.
Boston U.
7:00 PM

© UNH
7:00 PM

Basketbale

@ Virginia
Tech
2:00 PM

vs. Miami
7:30 PM

Women’s
Basketball

vs. Miami
2:00 PM

vs. Pittsburgh
7:00 PM

Men’s

Softball

@ Sacramento St.,
UC-Santa Barbara, BYU,
Cal Poly Tech & Iowa St.

Women’s Hockey Standings

Men’s Hockev Standings
Team
New Hampshire
Boston U.
Maine
Northeastern
UMass-Lowell
Providence
Boston College
Merrimack
UMass-Amherst

GP
20
20
20
20
20
21
20
21
20

Hockev East
W L T
3
13 4
2
13 5
4
11 5
2
10 8
3
9
8
3
10
8
1
8 11
2
14
5
3 15 2

Pts.
29
28
26
22
21
19
17
12
8

Overall
GP W L
21 6
30
21 7
30
17 9
32
17 12
32
17 10
30
13 15
33
16 14
32
10 19
31
30
8 20

T
3
2
6
3
3
5
2
2
2

Team
Niagara
Northeastern
Providence
New Hampshire
Connecticut
Maine
Boston College
Quinnipiac

ECAC Eastern
GP W L T
18
16 2
0
17
13 4
0
17
10 5
2
17
9
6
2
18
7 10
1
17
6
9
2
17
3 11
3
17
0 17
0

Pts.
32
26
22
20
15
14
9
0

GP
29
28
30
30
30
30
27
27

Overall
W L
22 6
23 5
16 11
16 11
11 17
14 13
7 16
3 22

T
1
0
3
3
2
3
4
2

Sports
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The Assist leaders
by

Chris Dankberg ’03

Sports Staff

You know their faces.
You might even know their
names.
But do you really know your
assistant Men’s Basketball
coaches?
Phil Seymore, Bob Walsh,
Steve DeMeo, and Vince
Cautero are the four guys
holding clipboards and
screaming out encouragement
and instructions. It is a difficult
job that requires persistence and
an extreme dedication to the
sport.
“They’re invaluable. They
all bring different things to our
staff, different experiences and
different philosophies,” said
Head Coach Tim Welsh.
Welsh himself spent time as
an assistant with Jim Boeheim
at Syracuse, and then moved on
to Iona where he finally
received his big break. Now he
only has high praise for his own
assistants, three of whom have
been with him since he got the
head coaching job at PC in
1998.
DeMeo has been with Welsh
even longer, since his days at
Iona. His main responsibility
during game time is to speak
with players as they come back
to the bench. During practice,
he works primarily with the
guards.
“If a guy is hot, has picked
up a couple of fouls or
something, it’s my respon
sibility to calm them down. I’m
also going to point out what a
player should look for on
defense, if they need to guard a
certain player differently, that
kind of thing,” explains DeMeo.
DeMeo has worked with
Welsh for over eight years now,
but he has his own head
coaching aspirations. When
asked if he planned to pursue
them, DeMeo only needed one

word to describe his feelings,
“Absolutely.” He was a head
coach at the junior college level
and he has worked hard under
Welsh to fulfill his dreams of
becoming a head coach for a
big-time program.
“Phil, Bob, Steve, they could
all be great head coaches,” said
Welsh. “It’s just a matter of
getting lucky enough to get an
opportunity. I’m not going to
be happy to see any of them go,
but I’d love to see them get a
chance.”
The assistant coaches’
relationships with the players
might be the most important
part of their jobs. It is their
responsibility to make sure the
players are attending class,
getting their stretching in, and
the other aspects that make up
the student-athlete routine.
The players and coaches
genuinely appear to enjoy each
other’s company, especially
after a conference victory;
Tuesday’s 72-64 win over
Villanova was evidence of that.
“We have great kids. It’s that
simple, and we’ve been very
lucky. Coach Welsh makes a
point to find players that are
going to work hard and play
well together,” said Walsh after
the win against the Wildcats.
Walsh has been at PC for
four years as well. He came to
PC after serving as an assistant
at the University of San Diego.
He too has aspirations of
becoming the head man at a
campus to be named later, but
for now, he is very happy to be
a Friar.
“This is a great place to
work,” said Walsh. “Coach
Welsh allows all of us to
contribute and game plan.
Myself, Steve, and Phil all have
a lot of input, and there’s a great
atmosphere on our staff.”
Walsh works primarily with
the post players and has
developed a reputation as an

ADOPTION Young, loving,
happily
married
couple
interesting in adopting a baby.
Please call Matt and Robin
1-800-484-6411 Pin#6463.

Summer Fun on Cape Cod!
The Wychmere harbor Beach Club is
conducting interviews on our property
for all our summer employment
opportunities March 7,8,9, & 21,22,
23. Interviewing for Wait Staff, Bus
Staff, Culinary Staff, Lifeguards, and
more! On-site housing available.
Check out our website at
www.wychmereharbor.com &
call Amy at (508)432-1000x129
for details.

JOHN ENGLISHMEN ’03rThe Cowl

Assistant coaches (from left to right) Bob Walsh, Vince Cautero, Phil Seymore, and Steve DeMeo.
extremely hard worker. “He
reminds me a lot of Jeff Van
Gundy (former head coach of
the New York Knicks). He’s
just always around the game,
and he really loves it,” said
Welsh.
“We spend our whole lives
with basketball,” said Walsh.
“Sometimes you forget that.
You just have to remember what
this is about. It’s fun. It’s kids
playing a game, and we’re lucky
enough to be a part of it.”
The feeling of admiration is
not lost on the players. “They
really get on you over here. It’s
a lot different than when I
played overseas. But at the
same time, it’s been very good
for me,” said sophomore
forward Chris Anrin.
Every player seems to have
one coach with whom they
work best with. For freshman
big man Ryan Gomes, it is
Coach Seymore. “He’s a really

good influence on me. He’s
always really calm, and he gives
me good advice. But they’re all
great,” said Gomes.
Seymore has been with the
team for two seasons, coming
to the staff after the departure
of former assistant King Rice.
Recruiting is one of the primary
responsibilities of an assistant,
and Seymore has been vital to
the Friars in that department.
Vince Cautero is the team’s
Basketball Operations Co
ordinator. He is also the
resident enforcer. “He’s always
on your back,” said Gomes,
“But in a good way.” Cautero
has been with the team since
Welsh came to Providence as
well, and has proved invaluable
on the bench.
Very much like players
under a coach, the assistant
coaches themselves are trying to
pick up experience and to move
on to the next level. “This is a

*** APARTMENTS FOR
#1 Spring Break Vacations!
RENT ***
Cancun, Jamaica, Bahamas &
95 Oakland Ave - Very nice Florida. Book Early & get free
building 3 apartments starting meal plan. Earn Cash & Go Free!
May 2002. 2 and 3 bedrooms, Now Hiring Campus Reps.
Heat included, laundry in 1-800-234-7007
basement, lots of parking $650 I endlesssummertours.com
$950. Call Immediately! Brian
617-797-2898.
A FREE SPRING BREAK!
Hottest Destinations/ Parties!
Spring Break Tickets! Get a
Lowest Prices Guaranteed!
FREE MTV audience ticket to Best Airlines/ Hotels!
select shows when you book
Free Booze/ Food!
your Spring Break through
2 Free Trips on 15 Sales.
StudentCity.com! Go to
Earn Cash! Group Discounts!
MTV.com or call
Book online
StudentCity.com at 1-800-293www.sunsplashtours.com
1443 for details! Tours and
1-800-426-7710
tickets are limited.

learning experience. Every day
we’re tying to learn and get a
little bit smarter, whether it’s
recruiting, or on the court,” said
DeMeo.
“You might only get one
chance at a head job. You might
not ever get that chance. That’s
why you have to really enjoy
this and try to take as much as
you can from the experience,”
concluded Walsh.

For complete
PC Basketball
coverage,
check out
www. thecowl. com
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McGettigan wins Conference mile
by

Philippe Carson ’04

Sports Staff

A highlight-filled weekend
at the Big East Championships,
in Syracuse, N.Y., for the
Providence College Men’s
and Women's Track teams
culminated Saturday when
junior Roisin McGettigan
captured first place in the mile.
McGettigan made her move
with approximately 150 meters
left, passing Georgetown’s Jill
Laurendeau and Erin Sicher on
the final lap.
“I got away from the
pushing and shoving. I got in
position to make my move. I
remember my coach telling me
to make one and only one
decisive move, so I made it and
took first. [Laurendeau] was
right behind me, so I could not
let up,” said McGettigan.
McGettigan ended up
winning the race in 4:57.05, just
39 hundredths of a second in
front of Laurendeau.
The Women’s team made an
excellent showing despite a
limited amount of runners, as
the Friars took 10th place
overall with 26 points, beating
out rivals Boston College, St.
John’s, Rutgers, and Virginia
Tech.
“We had a very small team
so we just tried to get as many
points as possible for the team,
but it was mainly individual,”
said junior Emer O’Shea.
On the first day of
competition, the Women’s team
started off strong by receiving

11 points on the day. Eight of
the 11 came from the solid
distance medley team of
freshmen Deirdre Bryne and
Mary Cullen and juniors
O’Shea and McGettigan. The
female quartet ran to a second
place finish with a time of
11:32.90.
The Friars’ distance medley
team was ranked sixth going
into the race, but with strong
running, fell short by the four
seconds to the race’s winner,
West Virginia University.
“We were ranked sixth, so
we all decided that we were just
going to try and medal,” said
McGettigan. “Everybody ran
their fastest and we took
second.”
The Friars also received
strong performances from
sophomore Emily Tallen, who
took sixth place in the 5,000
meters with a time of 17:35.13,
and O’Shea, who turned in the
seventh-fastest time in the 1,000
meters with a time of 2:56.81.
Cullen finished seventh in the
3,000 meters with a time of
9:45.15.
“I was a little nervous,” said
Cullen after the meet. “It was a
new experience for me because
the Big East is such a tough
tournament.”
“I was very impressed with
the team’s performance,” said
Head Coach Ray Treacy of the
Women’s team’s results.
“Bryne is starting to show her
potential, Cullen got a personal
best in her event and
McGettigan ran an excellent

race as well.”
The Men’s team did not fare
as well as the Women. They
finished 13lh out of 14 teams
with a total of 16 points, beating
only Boston College.
Senior Hamish Thorpe, who
ran the fastest qualifying time
in the 1,000 meters on Friday,
took third overall in the final in
a time of 2:26.57, a second off
the race’s winner, UConn’s Dan
Wilson, who finished in
2:25.26.
Freshmen Liam Reale and
Dylan Wykes each earned
seventh-place finishes in their
respective races, but more
importantly, both qualified for
the IC4A Championships.
Reale ran the mile in 4:12, while
Wykes finished in a time of
8:17.58 in the 3,000 meters.
“Liam and Dylan ran very
well,” said Treacy. “Liam was
running against a stacked field
in the mile with a lot of strong
runners, but they both played
big parts in the third place finish
of the distance medley team.”
The first day effort was led
by the strong showing of the
distance medley team. The
team of Reale, Thorpe, Wykes
and junior Dave Wickman
finished third overall with a
time of 10:03.10.
In the 5,000 meters, also ran
on the first day, senior Dermot
Galvin finished ninth overall in
14:37.55. Junior Tyler McCabe
followed behind Galvin,
finishing 11th in a time of
14:43.48, while freshman
Patrick Moulton placed 12th

TOM MAGUIRE/Sports Info.

Roisin McGettigan, shown here at last year’s Big East
Championship, won the Conference title in the mile.
Boston, Mass. The Men will
with a time of 4:46.07.
“We did not do what we compete in the IC4A
expected to do in the 5,000 Championships the week after
meters, which would have given next, while the Women will
us enough points to move up a compete in the ECAC
few places. Overall, we got Championships. The Men will
very good runs by everybody,” look for Thorpe, Reale and
Wykes to excel individually at
said Coach Treacy.
Both teams have next the IC4As, while at the ECACs,
weekend off because they are the Women will try to qualify
not competing in the New the distance medley team for the
England Championships held in NCAA Championships.

B& W: Friars hope to renew successes of the past
-Continued from back pageTruth be told, in its 27-year
history of the program,
Providence College Women’s
Basketball has tasted the
flavor of success before. The
program has been invited to
the NCAA Tournament five
times - its first in 1986 twice advancing to the Second
Round and once advancing to
the Regional Semifinal. In
1990, Providence won its only
Big East Championship by
defeating the University of
Connecticut, 82-61.
The Women’s Basketball
program has not been without
its share of stars, either.
Tracy Lis, a graduate of the
class of 1992, is easily the best
player ever to wear a lady

Friar uniform. Lis is the alltime leader in scoring at
Providence College - in fact,
she is the only player to ever
surpass the 2,000-point mark and is second all-time in the
Big East Conference.
She is the Jimmy Walker of
Women’s Basketball at PC.
Yes, the tenure of Jim Jabir
has been a trying one. The
school has not had a winning
record in his career at PC, and
barring an extremely
successful run in the Big East
Tournament in March, this
year will probably not come
out on the positive either.
But there are reasons for
this.
In his six years, several of
his players have suffered from
the injury bug - stress

fractures, knee tears, season
and even career-ending
injuries.
In 2000, it was discovered
that the Alumni floor was
partly to blame, and now that
has been replaced with not
only a new floor in Mullaney
Gym, but in addition, state-ofthe-art facilities for the
women to train and practice.
In all honesty, when you
add up the pitfalls that Jabir
and the PC Women have
stumbled upon in his six years
here at the College, it is
amazing that they have done
as well as they have.
And improvement is
starting to show for the Friars.
The 2001 recruiting class
for the Friars was regarded by
many as one of the Top 20

classes in the country, and
they have shown both promise
and results. In November of
2001, PC received a National
Letter of Intent from point
guard Elaine McCants,
heralded as the fifth-best point
guard in the nation, and the
13th-best senior overall.
This season may not be the
breakthrough season Jabir and
company had hoped it to be:
players fell to injuries once
again, several games were lost
in the closing minutes.
Heck, Chrissy Vozab
played for the majority of the
season with a stress fracture she didn’t practice, couldn’t
walk around campus without
crutches - but still showed up
and played come game time.
Additionally, the flip of the
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calendar to 2002 brought
another roadblock in front of
the Friars’ path. Two players
- sophomore Jenese Wilcox,
last season’s leading scorer,
and freshman Gayle Nwafili were both ruled academically
ineligible for the remainder of
the season. But the Friars
have continued to play on, and
have won games without
them.
If anything can come out of
this season for PC Women’s
Basketball, it is this: the
program showed that it can
run with the big teams in the
NCAA.
They can produce results.
And at any time, PC can
win a big game, and they will
continue to do so.
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Swimming to send
three to ECAC’s
by Paul Whitty

’03

Sports Staff

While the season ended for most
members of the Providence College
Swim team this past weekend, three
swimmers will continue further.
Freshman Jamie Modon-Cohen,
sophomore Kathryn Donovan, and
senior Lee Barnum all qualified for the
ECAC Championships over the course
of the season. Barnum was the most
recent swimmer to qualify, doing so at
the Rutgers Invitational last Saturday,
Feb. 16.
Rutgers would have been the last
meet of her PC swimming career had she
not extended it with her strong
performance. She swam qualifying
times in the 100-yard and 200-yard
butterfly. Her time in the 100-yard
butterfly was 1:00.39, and in the 200yard butterfly, it was 2:11.47.
“Going into the meet I had a good
feeling about qualifying,” said Barnum.
When asked about her goals going into
ECAC’s she replied, “I’ve wanted to
break one minute in the 100-yard
butterfly since the ninth grade, so that’s
my main goal. In the 200-yard butterfly,
I would like to break 2:10.”
Barnum will join her teammates
Donovan and Modon-Cohen in training
for ECAC’s over the next week. Head
Coach Michelle Gacio will now focus
on preparing her remaining swimmers
for what will be their last competition
of the season.
“We’ll be practicing over the next
week,” said Gacio, “It’s great that we
now have more than one swimmer going
to the meet, because now they can train

together, and it’s good for them to have
that companionship.”
Donovan will be going to ECAC’s for
the second time in as many years at PC.
She will be racing in the 200, 500, and
5,000-yard freestyle events. At Rutgers,
she only competed in the 1,650-yard
freestyle, since she already qualified in her
preferred events.
“I know what to expect competition
wise this year,” said Donovan. “ I am just
looking to do my best and to try to finish
up the season well.”
The Women’s team also has ModonCohen competing in the 1-meter dive at
ECAC’s. This is a step forward for the
program, which did not have any divers
qualify last year. Modon-Cohen placed
sixth with 199.45 points at Rutgers.
The whole team performed well
overall. Gacio reported that there were a
lot of individual best times. Among the
good performances was that of sophomore
Pat Kavanagh, who came extremely close
to qualifying for ECAC’s. In the 200-yard
freestyle, he missed the cut by 21
hundredths of a second, and in the 100yard Freestyle, he missed by the same
margin of 21 hundredths.
“He swam great, but he was so close,”
said Gacio, “He was still happy though,
since he recorded his best time ever.”
An additional note on the Men’s team
is that senior David Applegate swam a
lifetime best in this, his last, season.
Applegate’s accomplishment was
inadvertently left out of last week’s article
on the Men’s team.
The three swimmers who qualified will
compete in EC AC Championships, which
start on Thursday, Feb. 28 and end on
Saturday, Mar. 2.
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Women’s Tennis loses to Darmouth
The Providence College Women’s Tennis team was defeated, 6-1, at Dartmouth
on Sunday, Feb. 17.
The Friars Brooke Rubin (Cranston, R.I.) recorded the lone win for PC as she
defeated Sarita Yardi, 6-2, 6-4 at No. 1 singles. In doubles, senior captain Gina
Vlasek (Atlanta, Ga.) and Katie Lafayette (Norwich, Conn.) played at the No. 2
spot and lost, 9-8, (7-3 tiebreaker) in a close match.
With the loss, PC fell to 5-3 overall, and 1-1 in the spring. The Big Green
improved to 7-1 overall. PC is back in action on Friday, Mar. 1 with a home
match against Rutgers.

Schaefer named Hockey East Defensive Player of the Week
Providence College Men’s Ice Hockey junior goaltender Nolan Schaefer (Yel
low Grass, Sask.) was named the Hockey East Defensive Player of the Week for
backstopping the Friars to a 0-1-1 weekend with Maine.
Schaefer made 26 saves on Friday, Feb. 15 as Maine defeated PC, 1-0. On
Saturday, Feb. 16, Schaefer tied his career-high with 44 saves in a 3-3 overtime
tie. On the weekend, Schaefer stopped 70 of 74 shots.
For the year, Schaefer has posted 3.23 goals against average, a .903 save per
centage and an 11-14-5 record. The Friars are 13-15-5 overall and 8-6-4 in Hockey
East play.
Providence plays a home-and-home series with Boston University this week
end, playing at Walter Brown Arena on Friday, Feb. 22 at 7:00 p.m. and then
playing at Schneider Arena on Saturday, Feb. 23 at 7:00 p.m.

UConn trounces Women’s Basketball, 106-41
No. 1 Connecticut clinched its ninth straight Big East regular-season title
Wednesday night, beating Providence 106-41 behind 20 points and seven assists
from Diana Taurasi.
The Huskies (28-0,14-0 Big East) led from the opening tip, as their speed and
inside game quickly overwhelmed the Friars (11-14, 5-9).
UConn went on 14-0 run in the first five minutes, with Taurasi scoring eight
points in a spurt that included five UConn steals.
Providence missed its first eight shots and finally got on the board at 14:30 on
Keisha Blackwell’s 3-pointer.
The Huskies shot 61 percent in the first half and closed it out with 54-20 lead,
outscoring the Friars 24-8 in the post.
The Huskies had a 50-24 advantage on the boards and made 18 steals.
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Rask leads by example on the ice
-Continued from back pageUnfortunately for the Friars, Rask’s
three goals were the only goals against
Maine this weekend. The previous night,
the Friars were blanked by the Black
Bears, 1-0. It was the first time the Friars
had been shut out since Jan. 2001 against
Boston College.
Rask’s success is not limited to
Maine, however. After finishing the
2001 portion of the schedule with just
three goals, Rask has elevated his play
in the new year, notching 16 points and
currently ranked third in scoring on the
Friars with 31 points.
Rask’s journey has been one of
maturity. Finding his feet as a freshman
in the 1999-2000 season, he finished
with 21 points.
But last season, as a sophomore, Rask
came out of nowhere to lead the Friars
in scoring with 51 points, finishing
second in scoring only to former BC
Eagle Brian Gianta in the Hockey East.
Consistency was a main reason for
Rask’s success. In 26 of the 39 games
that Rask played, he recorded at least one
point, and finished with 14 multi-point
games as well.
With success comes recognition,
something that Rask received based on
his tremendous performance, First Team
All-Hockey East selection, Second Team
All-American selection, Providence
College Co-Male Team Athlete of the
Year - the honors just kept on piling up
for Rask.
No longer known as just another
player who laces up his skates, Rask was
named the lone captain of the Friars prior
to the start of the 2001-2002 season,
while the three seniors of the team, Peter
Fregoe, Marc Suderman, and Drew
Omicioli, were named assistant captains.
By November, fellow classmate Jon
DiSavaltore was appointed co-captain
along with Rask.
“When me and Jon took [the
captaincies] on, [we learned] it is not the
easiest being a captain,” said Rask. “I
think that everyone on the team can be a
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Rask is third on the team in scoring with 31 points this season.
leader. Just because you have a ‘C’ on
your shirt doesn’t mean that there isn’t
anyone else in the dressing room who
can lead. What we need as a part of our
team is for everyone to come together.”
Rask is not the type of person who
will deliver long speeches to the team in
between periods or at practices. He leads
by example out on the ice so that his
teammates can emulate his work ethic one of the main reasons why Head Coach
Paul Pooley named Rask captain.
But when the season commenced,
Rask took too much of the team’s burden
onto himself, while opposing teams
made a strong effort to contain him. As

a result, his production dropped
dramatically from last season. He scored
only three times in the team’s first 16
games.
“There is a little pressure because you
want to be a role model out there and
you want to do the best you can,” said
Rask. “But once you get into a slump, it
is pretty tough.”
Pooley decided to send his team
home for a week prior to the start of the
second half, a move that has helped Rask
in particular a tremendous amount.
Rask scored in the Friars’s first game
back on Dec. 28 in a 4-1 victory against
Western Michigan, and since then has

been unstoppable, scoring 11 goals in 16
games. Getting back to the basics seems
the main reason for the great turnaround
for Rask.
“Devin’s game is getting to the net.
One-on-one situations, rebounds, tips;
that’s how he scores his goals,” Pooley
said. “I think the biggest thing with a
hockey player is knowing what you do,
knowing what you do well and doing it.”
But Rask gives the credit to his fellow
teammates.
“I’ve been playing with some great
linemates,” said Rask. “Playing with
‘Locko’ [sophomore Cody Loughlean],
[freshman Chris] Chaput, and [senior]
Drew [Omicioli] has given me chances.”
For Rask and the Friars, they know
that much work still has to be done if
they want to stay at home come playoff
time. Despite the inconsistent play of
the team for most of the season, Rask
and his teammates are not ready to throw
in the towel.
“No one is quitting yet. We have
played with every team that is above us,
so I’m not scared of anyone, and I don’t
think anyone else is,” said Rask. “We
have some great talent — we’ve just got
to put together some wins.”
With taking just one point in the
weekend series against Maine, the Friars
currently stand sixth in the conference
— three points behind Northeastern for
the final home-ice spot in the playoffs,
and two points in back of UMass-Lowell
for fifth place — with three games
remaining.
“We need to be a resilient bunch,”
stated Pooley. “This thing is wide open.
We can’t get caught looking ahead. We
have to take care of business this
weekend.”
Next up for the Friars is a home-andhome weekend series with No. 6 Boston
University. The Friars will travel to
Walter Brown Arena for a 7:00 p.m. face
off on Friday, Feb. 22, and will conclude
the season series at Schneider Arena on
Saturday night, which is also Senior Day
for graduating seniors Omicioli and
Suderman.

Butsch, Friars eye promise of postseason
-Continued from back pageeverything,” said Deraney. “The type
of person she is, the type of hockey
player she is, that’s what this program is
all about: to excel in everything and
sacrifice nothing. That’s what Jenn is.
She’s your best friend; she’s your best
student; she’s your best hockey player.
That is what she wants to be, and that’s
the way she conducts her life everyday.
She’s not looking to be given anything;
she’s looking to earn it.”
With the help of her teammates,
Butsch has become the leading scorer in
the Friar lineup with 28 points. In an
important two-game series against the
University of Connecticut last weekend,
Butsch tallied two goals and one assist
to help propel the Friars into third place
in the ECAC Eastern Division standings.
PC defeated UConn 4-2 and 3-1 to move
ahead of the University of New
Hampshire and secured home ice
advantage for the first round of the
ECAC playoffs in the process.
“It was very important that we sweep
this weekend, and the girls never lost
focus and never got caught up in the
physicality of the game,” said Deraney.
“We just stayed the course and won in a
very convincing fashion, which I was
very impressed with.”
In Saturday’s 3-1 victory, it was
Butsch who sealed the win for the Friars
with an empty-netter late in the third
period to put an end to a Husky
comeback. PC was up 2-1 at the end of
the second period on goals by freshman
Rush Zimmerman and senior Jackie
Tamsin, but the Friars had to fight to

preserve their lead in the final period
until Butsch secured the insurance goal
for them. The goal was her 15th of the
season, making her the team-leading
goal scorer as well.
“When it comes to pressure
situations, she’s out there for sure,” said
Deraney. “When the game is on the line,
she’s going to be out there and she’s
going to get it done, I know she is. I
think she thrives in that situation.”
In Friday’s game, Butsch helped to
put the Friars on the board first. After a
scoreless first period, Butsch passed the
puck forward to sophomore Darlene
Stephenson, who skated in alone and
beat Husky goaltender Shannon Murphy
just 25 seconds into the second period.
Ten minutes later, Butsch notched a goal
of her own on a power play advantage,
assisted by sophomore Kelli Halcisak
and junior Danielle Culgin.
When the Huskies cut the Friars’ lead
down to one, it was Zimmerman who
stepped up with two consecutive goals
to clinch the victory for PC. Her efforts
earned her the ECAC Eastern League
Rookie of the Week honors.
“We never fell behind this weekend,
and we’ve done a good job all semester
long of getting out in front and staying
there,” said Deraney. “The key was that
in both games, we answered. When they
scored, we came right back.”
With the two wins, the Friars
improved their record to 16-11 -3 overall,
10-5-2 in the ECAC. By clinching home
ice advantage, PC hopes to put an end to
the unlucky streak they have had the last
two years in the first round of the
playoffs. In 2000, the Friars lost a
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heartbreaking 1-0 game to eventual
champion Dartmouth in double
overtime. Last year, they lost in overtime
again to Harvard. Butsch, who was a
member of the lineup both years, is
determined not to suffer that fate again.
“It’s not going to happen this year,”
said Butsch. “They were really close
games and really hard losses. Especially
for the upperclassmen who have
experienced the past two years of losing,
we know what it’s like so we’re hoping
to come out and not let that happen again.
If we come out hard we could beat
anyone; we’re a great team.”
The Friars first need to concentrate
on defeating UNH this weekend in two
very important games that will most
likely decide who finishes third in the

ECAC conference. UNH is only two
points behind PC in the standings. The
home game in the series for the Friars
will be on Friday, Feb. 22, at 7 p.m. in
Schneider Arena.
Finishing in third place is important
for the Friars for two reasons. First, they
want to clinch a higher seed in the ECAC
Tournament. Second, if they manage to
win the tournament, their third place
finish would give them better
consideration for a bid in the NCAA
Women’s Hockey Tournament. Only the
top four teams in the nation will be
invited to go.
“To win a national championship that’s always been our ultimate goal,”
said Butsch. “I’ve never been on a
championship team.”
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Friars Softball
begins season
in California
by

Mary Allietta ’05

Sports Staff
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With three steals Tuesday night, John Linehan closes within nine
steals of the NCAA career steals record of 376.

PC keeps season
hopes alive
by

Brendan McGair ’03

Sports Staff

One would think that the Providence
College Men’s Basketball team would
be heading for a major disaster with
starting back-court mates John Linehan
and Abdul Mills playing a combined 13
minutes in the second half.
Linehan picked up his fourth personal
foul with 16:42 to go in the game while
Mills’s minutes were limited due to a
groin injury that has slowed him the last
couple of weeks.
However, freshmen Ryan Gomes and
Rob Sanders and sophomore Sheiku
Kabba showed why they are the future
of the Friar program as the Friars earned
a much needed Big East win, holding off
Villanova 72-64 at The Dunk Tuesday
night.
Three Friars finished in double
figures, led by Linehan, who scored 19
points despite sitting for 10 minutes in
the second half with four fouls. Gomes
recorded his fourth double-double of the
season, finishing with 17 points and 11
rebounds.
Sanders came off the bench to score
a career-high 16 points, his fourth
straight game with at least 10 points.
“I just tried to step up when John and
Abdul were out of the game,” said
Sanders. “Coach just wants me to grab
rebounds and make some defensive
stops.”
Despite plagued with foul trouble for
most of the night, Linehan still managed
to record three steals and now trails
former Friar great Eric Murdock by nine
for the all-time NCAA Career Steals
Record with 376.
. The Wildcats continued their
dominance under the boards on Tuesday
night, out-rebounding the Friars 42-32
as junior Ricky Wright showed why he
is one of the top low post players in the
Big East, finishing with 25 points and
15 rebounds.
“The rebounding hurt us bad, but we
found a way to win,” Head Coach Tim
Welsh remarked after the game. “The
two freshmen, Ryan and Rob, really held
us together when John was off the floor.”
At the time Linehan went out of the
game with foul trouble, the Friars led 3835. Welsh turned to Linehan’s protege,
Kabba, to run the offense. Though he
scored just six points on the evening,
Kabba showed that he could be a future
leader for the Friars, commanding
everyone’s attention while the Friars
were in the huddle.
“Sickle did a great job, he’s not afraid.
He makes his mistakes because he is a
high-energy player,” Welsh said. “He’s

improved every day since he has been
here with us.”
Villanova did not go away in the
second half as the Wildcats continued to
pound the ball down low to Wright, who
went to the foul line 10 times in the half.
Villanova struggled down the stretch,
as the Wildcats were held to just two
baskets over the games’ final eight
minutes. ‘Nova’s struggles were caused
mainly by the trademark zone defense
that the Friars employed for the rest of
the game.
“They were getting to the free throw
line a lot against the press and the manto-man. That’s why we switched to the
zone because we really wanted to tighten
up in the inside,” Welsh said.
The play of Gomes and Sanders down
the stretch was the main reason why a
two point lead 58-56, with five minutes
to go turned out to be a eight point
victory for the Friars.
While Sanders was keeping the Friar
offense afloat with jump shots out on the
wings, Gomes worked down low as he
scored his points on quick turn around
shots and put-backs.
‘Nova raced out to a 10-2 lead in the
game’s first 3:03, thanks to a three
pointer and a lay-in from senior guard
Gary Buchanan, the Wildcats’ leading
scorer coming in, averaging 18.5 points
a game.
Welsh saw that his team needed a
spark offensively, so he went to a press
at the 15:00 mark of the first half.
Pressing teams is something that the
Friars have done with mixed results this
season, but it proved to be beneficial this
time as PC held ‘Nova to just two baskets
in the next 10 minutes of the first half.
The Friars went on an 18-4 run over
that stretch went to take a 22-16 lead with
six minutes to go in the first half, led by
two three-pointers by sophomore Chris
Anrin.
With 1:57 to go in the game,
sophomore Maris Laksa went down hard
after colliding with Buchanan knee on.
Though he did leave the floor on his own
power, Laksa left The Dunk on crutches
and was to have an MRI on Wednesday
to see if there is any damage. Laksa,
you may recall, sat out seven games at
the beginning of the season after
suffering from a stress fracture in his
foot.
With the win, the Friars now stand at
6-7 in the Big East East Division, 15-12
overall.
The Friars will next return to action
on Saturday, Feb. 23 when they travel to
Virginia Tech. Both teams met back on
Feb. 9, with the Friars holding on for a
77-69 victory.

On Thursday, Feb. 20, the Providence
College Softball team begins its season
at the University of California-Santa
Barbara Tournament in Santa Barbara,
Ca.
“This is our first time since I have
been here that we have played on the
West Coast,” said Head Coach Dana
Fulmer. “I have been waiting for a team
with the talent to be competitive against
West Coast teams. The competition out
west is much higher than in the Big East.
Our goal is to face better competition and
use that experience to help us in the long
run.”
The Friars will face some stiff
competition over the three days of the
tournament. On Friday, the team opens
up with a doubleheader against two
California teams, Sacramento State
University and the University of
California at Santa Barbara. On
Saturday, the Friars will play another
doubleheader against Brigham Young
University and California Polytechnic
Institute.
“The teams we will face in the
tournament traditionally finish in the top
25 to 50 in the nation,” said Coach
Fulmer. “Playing such tough teams will
be a new experience for our team
because in years past we have faced
weaker teams and accumulated a

stronger record. This year, however, we
are preparing to take some hard hits early
on knowing that in the end it will
improve our level of play.”
The Friars finish up on Sunday in a
game against Iowa State, a team that last
season finished first in the Midwest
region with a 42-11 record.
“We are excited about going to
California,” said sophomore Cori Van
Dusen. “About half our team is from the
West Coast so it will be nice to have the
opportunity to play in front of our family
and friends. We are looking forward to
the start of our season, and this
tournament will give us an indication of
where we stand as a team.”
“Since we have a young team, it is
mostly freshmen with a handful of
sophomores and juniors, these extra five
games will give us more experience and
that will help us in the long run,” said
junior Melissa Peterson.
“We have a large and strong freshman
class and they will have to step it up.
Every one of our players is ready to take
the field and perform, and the other
players are ready to go out there. Due to
our small numbers, we have little
flexibility in terms of room for injury,
but all 12 of our players are versatile,”
said Coach Fulmer.
A week after the team returns from
California, it will travel to Florida to
participate in the Florida State
Tournament.

Two

Kind

Junior Jenn Butsch is
not only PC s most
improved player,
but also its best

After a quietfirst half
junior Devin Rask
turns it on when
PC needs it most

by Virginia Cheng ’03

by Brendan McGair ’03

Junior Jenn Butsch is not a typical
leader. She is not loud or outspoken, she
does not try to seize power, and she does
not like being the center of attention. In
her one moment alone in the spotlight, all
the assistant captain of the Women’s
Hockey team would do was give credit to
her teammates.
“I think the most important thing is
teammates,” said Butsch. “I couldn’t do it
without them. They set me up. I’m not doing
it all by myself.”
As assistant captain, it is Butsch’s job to be
a role model for the younger players, and she
has not shirked from her duty.
“I try and serve the needs of my teammates
and make sure their voices are heard too,” said
Butsch. “If they have any problems, concerns, or
anything, I hope they know they can come to me.”
“She’s not one of many words but when she
speaks, it catches everyone’s attention,” said Head
Coach Bob Deraney. “It is very meaningful. That
is the exact type of leader you want - someone
who leads by example. When she had the ‘A’ put
on her jersey, it turned the fire in her up even more. She
has excelled and has welcomed the responsibility of being
a leader on our team. I think she has done a fabulous
job of assisting Christa Talbot and Kim Mathias in
leading this team.”
Butsch has excelled off the ice as well. She
ECAC All-Academic Team honors last
year as a social science major and business
studies minor.
“She only knows one way
and that is excellence in

Playing the University of Maine always seems
to bring out the best in junior co-captain Devin
Rask.
The Parkside, Saskatchewan native recorded
the second career hat trick of his career against
No. 10 Maine on Saturday night, as the Friars and
the Black Bears skated to a 3-3 tie. Ironically,
Rask’s first hat trick also came against Maine, back
on Nov. 3, 2000.
“Yeah, I had the bounces on Saturday,” said
Rask after the game. “I don’t know what it
against Maine; my luck seems common when w
play against them.”
Rask’s first goal came at 8:47 of the first
period when he made a move down low and
flipped a back-handed shot past
goaltender Matt Morrison to give the Friars
1-0 lead.
Just over two minutes later, Rask struck
again, this time taking a feed from freshman
David Carpentier and firing a slap-shot that
completely took Morrison by surprise,
giving the Friars a 2-0 lead, which would
stand up until the remaining 10 minutes of
the game.
Two goals in the third period by Maine
set the stage for Rask once more. With 1:29 to play
in the contest, Rask went hard toward the net and
stuffed a missed shot past Morrison to put the Friars
up 3-2.
Rask’s goal appeared to give the Friars a
much-needed win, but Maine did not go
Just 18 seconds after Rask’s goal, Maine
an extra-attacker goal to tie the score 3-3, which
was the final score.
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Women ’s Basketballfights out of Men ’s shadows
Virginia Tech victory a
landmark for PC s program
When fans of Providence
College Basketball speak with
pride about the history and
successes of Friars basketball,
you can almost guarantee that
they are referring to Men’s
Basketball.
If Head
Coach Jim
Jabir, his
staff and
his team
have their
------------------------- way,
perhaps that won’t always be
the case.
With facility and injury
problems hopefully in the
past, the Providence College
Women’s Basketball program
may not be far away from
success of their own.
Last Wednesday night, Feb.
13, the Friars defeated the
Virginia Tech Hokies - then
ranked as the No. 21 team in
the country - 67-61 at

Mullaney Gym in Alumni
Hall. The win marked the
third-straight Big East
Conference victory for
Providence at that point,
matched their season-win total
from last year with their 11th
victory of the season, and was
the first win over a ranked
opponent for PC in his sixyear tenure with the Friars.
In a word, it was a
landmark victory for the
program.
No one player stood out for
the Friars that evening. Senior
point guard and captain
Chrissy Voxab scored 13
points in 34 minutes of action;
grad student Dani Trippany
added 12 points and six
rebounds. Freshman guard
Keisha Blackwell dished out
five assists and scored six
points, all of which were key
baskets.
The Friars defense came up
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big when the offense did not;
Providence shot just 26
percent in the second half.
The team held off a late VTech run when many other

teams would have folded. But
more importantly, the win by
the Friars brought them back
in the middle of the pack of an
extremely competitive Big

East Conference, and gave its
team members a sense that on
any given night, they could
run with the best.

B&W, page 28

